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The Cost of Fighting Poorly

1. WHAT IS THE COST OF FIGHTING POORLY?
» Passivity
» Compromise
» Pride

How we fight today helps shape
what follows tomorrow
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Passmty Has E'onseque es
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Be on the alert, stand firm in act likemen, be strong.

1 Corinthians 16:13 M
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Knowing the Enemy
2. WHO DO WE FIGHT AGAINST?

The enemy behind the battle is not
always the person standing before us.
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The Thread of Deception

What Connects These Failures?

» Aaron’s false glory.

» Adam’s passivity.

» Solomon’s compromise.
» Uzzianh's pride.

DECEPTION
Each person believed something that was not true.




The Ancient Lie
God is withholding something good from you!

The lie of Genesis 3 continues:

» You need more.

» God is holding you back.

» His boundaries are against you.

» You would be happier outside His will.
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Know Your Weaknesses

Where am | vulnerable?

» Where is my weak spot?

» Where is my blind spot?

» Where am | easily deceived!

» Where does Christ need to sanctify me?
» Where do | need accountability?

Be watchful.



Call Each Other Up

We need one another:

Not merely to say:“You're doing great”
but sometimes to say: “brother, | can
see something dangerous.’

Accountability is not interference.
It is one way we help each other fight well.



The Gradual Road

The enemy is often covert

Not every fall begins with obvious rebellion.
Oftenitis:

» Asmall compromise.

» Then another.

» Alittle further from the light.
» Then further again.

Be alert to the gentle slope.



Jesus Answered With the Word
Matthew 4:1-11

Satan distorted the Word of God.
Jesus answered: “it is written.”

» Know the Word.
» Believe the Word.
» Stand upon the Word.



The King We Serve
3. FORWHOM DO WE FIGHT?

» Not because God is weak.
» Not because God needs rescuing.

» We have been given the honour
of serving our King.



A Leader Worth Following
“I fight for you.”

In the military, some leaders inspire loyalty because they:
» Lead from the front.
» Share the burden.
» Accept responsibility.
» (are for those under them.,

How much more is Jesus worthy of our allegiance?



Whose Side Are You On?

Joshua 5:13-15

Joshua asked: “Are You for us or for our adversaries?”
The Commander of the LORD's army answered: “NO.”

The question is not:“ls God on my side?”
The question is:“Am | surrendered to Him?"
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Fear God, Yet.Do ot Be Afraid

Do not fear those who kill the body but are unaﬁé to kill the soul;
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Reverence Opens Into Joy
 WERESPECTEDT RIVER.
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But Jesus was saying, “fiather, forgive t thﬁn -for they
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4. HOW DO WE FIGHT?

» Not through uncontrolled force.
» Not through passivity.
» Not through human confidence.

We fight with strength surrendered to Christ.



BIBLICAL MEEKNESS

Meekness Is Strength Under Control.

Meekness is not the absence of
strength, it is strength:

» Yielded to God.

» Brought under control.

» Responsive to His direction.
» Used for His purposes..

The wild horse comes beneath the reins.
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And take the helmet ofsalvatlon ( o

sword of the Sp|r|t which is the word of God.
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| discipline my body and bring itinto

1 Cori hians 9:27
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Whoever has no rule over his own spirit is
ike a city broken down, withoutwalls
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| have fought the good fight, I'h

Anished the race, [have kept the faith.
B2 Timothy5y28
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