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1. Pursue love! However, keep on eagerly seeking the things
of the Spirit; and especially seek to be able to prophesy.

2. For someone speaking in a tongue is not speaking to
people but to God, because no one can understand, since
he is uttering mysteries in the power of the Spirit.

3. Butsomeone prophesying is speaking to people, edifying,
encouraging and comforting them.




4. A person speaking in a tongue does edify himself,
but a person prophesying edifies the congregation.

5. lwishyou would all speak in tongues, but even
more | wish you would all prophesy. The person who
prophesies is greater than the person who speaks in

tongues, unless someone gives an interpretation, so
that the congregation can be edified.




.. .keep on eagerly seeking the things of the
Spirit; and especially seek to be able to prophesy.




| wish you would all speak in tongues, but
even more | wish you would all prophesy.




For you can all prophesy one by one, so that
all may learn and all may be exhorted.

... earnestly desire and set your hearts
on prophesying.




17. Andin the last days it shall be, God declares, that | will
pour out My Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your
daughters SHALL prophesy, and your young men shall
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams;

18. even on My male servants and female servants in those
days | will pour out My Spirit, and they SHALL prophesy.




Acts 1:5-5

3.

He (Jesus) presented Himself alive to them after His
suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during
forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
And while staying with them He ordered them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise
of the Father, which, He said, “you heard from Me;
for John baptised IN water, but you will be baptised
IN the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”



Acts 2:37-39

37.| Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to
Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
38.| And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins,
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

39.  Forthe promiseis ... foryou ... and for your children ...
and for all who are far off . . . everyone whom the Lord
our God calls to Himself."
















27. and do not give the devil an opportunity (a foothold).

29. Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths,
but only such as is good for building up, as fits the
occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.

30. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
you were sealed for the day of redemption.










19. Do not quench the Spirit;

20. do not despise prophetic utterances.

21. But examine everything carefully;
hold fast to that which is good;

22. abstain from every form of evil.




Quench means to extinquish, stifle, or retard as one does to a light
or a fire. Figuratively, as used in this verse, it means to dampen,
stifle, hinder, repress, or prevent the Holy Spirit from exerting His
effect or performing His work in the believer. Clearly the reference is
not to the person of the Spirit Himself, for He is eternal God and can
never be extinguished. The reference is to His activity in our hearts.

The Spirit's fire is quenched whenever His presence is ignored and His
promptings are suppressed and rejected, or the fervour He kindles in
the heart is dampened by unspiritual attitudes, criticisms, or actions.



Do not despise the Holy Spirit’'s operations, either
in yourselves or in your brethren. Do not quench
Him by neglect, much less by open opposition.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon
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3. But someone prophesying is speaking to people,
edifying, encouraging and comforting them.

4. A person speaking in a tongue does edify himself,
but a person prophesying edifies the congregation.



PROPHECY
-

Comfort § Conviction
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The divine purpose of prophecy
® To convict and to convince

1 Corinthians 14:24-25
24.

he is convicted by all,
he is called to account by all;
25. [the secrets of his heart are disclosed




The divine purpose of prophecy
® Instruction and Learning

1 Corinthians 14:31 (Amplified Bible)

For in this way you can give testimony [prophesying
and thus interpreting the divine will and purpose]
one by one, so that all may be instructed and all
may be stimulated and encouraged.










[f spiritual gifts, per se, are the problem, then there’s no
one to blame but God. If the things of the Spirit had been
responsible for the fanaticism, elitism, and overall chaotic
atmosphere in the church at Corinth, Paul would haraly
have encouraged them to earnestly desire even more
that such things of the Spirit be manifest in their midst.

Sam Storms (The Power and Pitfalls of Prophecy)



The solution to the abuse of the things of the Spirit is not disuse, but
proper use. Nowhere in this chapter (1 Corinthians 14) does Paul
recommend that the Corinthians abandon the things of the Spirit or
de-emphasise spiritual power. He simply gives them guidelines on
how these powerful manifestations of the Spirit are to be properly
exercised in the body of Christ to the edification of God’s people.

Sam Storms (The Power and Pitfalls of Prophecy)
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Ephesians 2:10 (Amplified Bible)

For we are God's [own] handiwork (His workmanship),
recreated in Christ Jesus, [born anew] that we may do
those good works which God predestined for us
[taking paths which He prepared ahead of time], that
we should walk in them [living the good life which He
prearranged and made ready for us to live].



