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Isaiah 55:8-11

8. “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” 
declares the Lord. 

9. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher 
than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts. 

10. “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not 
return there without watering the earth and making it bear and sprout,	
and furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 

11. So will My Word be which goes forth from My mouth; it will not return to 
Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding 
in the matter for which I sent it.”







Scripture: writing out the verse or portion of Scripture. Writing them 
out helps you slow down and notice details. 
Observation: write down what you observe about the text, what the 
passage reveals about God & His ways. 
Application: personalise the passage to your life. Reflect on how the 
scripture applies to your current circumstances, emotions, or actions. 
Prayer: a personal prayer in response to what we’ve read. This can be a 
prayer of application, asking for help in applying the lesson, or a prayer 
of praise & thanksgiving to God for His Word to you.

S.O.A.P.



God not only speaks to us, He also guides us in how we 
deal with, or respond to, what He has spoken to us, if 
we would stop & ask & listen! 

God has a timing for His Word to be outworked which 
generally is not our timing & we must want His timing, 
not our own! 

God’s will must be outworked His way. As the heavens 
are above the earth, His ways & His thoughts are 
higher than the best of our thoughts & our ways. We 
must allow Him to outwork His Word to us, His way! 



God not only speaks to us, He also 
guides us in how we deal with, or 
respond to, what He has spoken to 
us, if we would stop & ask & listen!



1 Corinthians 14:31-32

31. For you can all prophesy one by one, so 
that all may learn and all may be exhorted; 

32. and the spirits of prophets are subject to 
prophets.



God has a timing for His Word to 
be outworked which generally is 
not our timing & we must want 
His timing, not our own!



Age 75 God promises to make Abraham a "great nation" 
(Genesis 12:1-4). 

Age 86 Abraham bears Ishmael with Hagar. 

Age 99 God explicitly tells Abraham that Sarah will bear 
a son within a year (Genesis 17:1-27). 

Age 100 Isaac is born (Genesis 21:5). 







CircumstancesInner ConvictionThe Word of God

(fourthly: the counsel of others)

The Three Harbour Lights



God’s will must be outworked His way. As 
the heavens are above the earth, His ways 
& His thoughts are higher than the best of 
our thoughts & our ways. We must allow 
Him to outwork His Word to us, His way! 











James 4:13-15

13. Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we 
will go to such and such a city, and spend a year 
there and engage in business and make a profit.” 

14. Yet you do not know what your life will be like 
tomorrow. You are just a vapour that appears for 
a little while and then vanishes away. 

15. Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we 
will live and also do this or that.”



Are we willing to obey when God speaks so 
that we do what He speaks to us, so that 
we actively respond to what He asks  of us?



The willingness to obey every word from 
God is critical to hearing God speak. 
Henry Blackaby 

Most Christians don't hear God's voice 
because we've already decided we  
aren't going to do what He says. 
A.W. Tozer



Romans 15:4 (Amplified Bible)

For whatever was thus written in former days was written 
for our instruction, that by [our steadfast and patient] 
endurance and the encouragement [drawn] from the 
Scriptures we might hold fast to and cherish hope. 



Joshua 1:8 (Amplified Bible)

This Book of the Law shall not depart out of your mouth, 
but you shall meditate on it day and night, SO THAT you 
may observe and do according to all that is written in it. 
For THEN you shall make your way prosperous, and THEN 
you shall deal wisely and have good success. 


