.‘.o’;o" 4. "0“: f;"

el -




10.

|}

2.

Blessedare those whoare persecuted for righteousness
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessedl are youwnen others revile you ano persecute you
and utterall kinds of evil against you falsely.onmy account
Rejoice and be glad, foryour rewarais great iniheaven, for
S0 they persecuted the prophets who were hefore you.

Matthew 5:10-12



Verse 11

We are blessed when people revile you (which means:
abuse, slander, insult), physically hurt you, and falsely
speak terrible things about you, on the account of Jesus

and on account of living Godly lives.

50 briefly this verse says If you are persecuted, ahused
and slandered because you are a Christian, and on
account of Jesus, then you are hlessed!



Jesus clearly warns us that no one IS immune to

some degree of persecution:
John 15:20

[ they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.



Paul, one of the fiercest persecutors of the first
believers in Christ, became one of the most
persecuted for his faith in Jesus.

2 Timothy 3:12 (Amplified Bible)

Indeed all who delight in piety and are
determined to live a devoted and godly life in
Christ Jesus, will meet with persecution [will be
made to suffer because of their religious stand].



Jesus knows that God the Father does not waste
our sufferings. He knows that it will sanctify our
walk and It will bring about Godly change in our
lves. Jesus says to the Church in Laodicea:
Revelation 3:19

Those whom | love, I reprove and discipline,
S0 he zealous and repent.




Although He [Jesus] was a son, He learned
ohedience through what He suftered.

Hebrews 5:8

Fven Jesus was shaped ano.changed by
the sufferings He experienced asa man.

ASILIS, I rejoice, not Decause you Were grieveq,
DUt DECAUSE you Were grieved into repenting.

2 Corinthians 7:9



Our loving Heavenly Father rejoices hecause
repentance leads to restoration in relationship and
restoration in our joy through the restored relationship.
The Lord frequently uses the refining process in those
who are committed to following Him to see what is
Important and see what s of little or no worth.



Yes, furthermore, I count everything as loss compared to the
possession of the priceless privilege(the overwhelming
nreciousness, the surpassing worth, and Supreme advantage)
ofiknowing Christ Jesus my Lord andl of progressively
ecoming more.oeeply anoiintimately acquainten'with Him.

Philippians 3:8 (Amplified Bible)



Sudden loss in our lives brings ahout a new focus. And it is this new
focus, that brings about change. Change IS repentance - hecause
repentance is a change in thinking, that leads to a change in heart,
that leads to a change in our actions. The fact that we may he
experiencing trials and persecutions on account of Jesus, can he
something to rejoice in because it shows us that we are in fact
counted as one of His own and He wants us to change. It can affirm
weare in Him and therefore are being refined by Him, changing
now we know Him ana experience Him, in the same way Paul dia.




For my determined purpose s] that | may know Him [that | may
progressively become moredeeply.and intimately acquainted with
Him, perceiving andrecognising and understanding the wonders of His
Person more strongly and'more clearlyl, and that! mayin that Same
way come to know the power outflowing from His resurrection [which
it exerts over believers], and that I may o share His sufferings as to he
continually transtormed in Spiritinto His likeness even to His death.

Philippians 3:10 (Amplified Bible)



[Fanyone would come after Me,
et him deny himseltand takeup
IS cross olaily and follow Me.

Luke 9:23



Behold, 1am the servant ot the Lord:
et 1t heto me according to YourWord.

Luke 1:38

Despite the ohvious persecutionand slander she knew she'd face for
carryinga chilo'out of wedlock; she rejoices and sings prophetically:

My soul magnifies the Lora; and my
Spirit rejoices In God my Saviour:

Luke 1:46




Now.those who Were Scattereniabroad went
about through the land from place to place]
preaching the glad tidings, the Word [the
goctrine concerningthe attainment through
Christ of salvation in the kingdomof God.

Acts 8:4 (Amplified Bible)



And we know'thatfor those who'love God
all things work togetherfor good, for those
whoare callegaccoraing to His purpose:

Romans 8:28



We musttrust in Him, and trust that in His
pomniscience He knows the nigger picture.

We walk hy faith ananot hy Sight
2 Corinthians 5:7




Jesus says ‘Come follow Me, [ am the living water.

And we have a choice: We can choose either to
walk a parallel walk, next to, but not actually inthe
river, in the hope of avoiding some of the obvious
giscomfort. But if we choose this parallel path we
may too find we get entangled by the weeds and
thorns of life.



Whoever seeks to preserve his life will lose
it hut whoeverloses his life will keepit.

Luke 17:33

Jesus nvites us intotne fiving waters now. He knows we will
getwetand it mayattimes he uncomiortahle, orseem
unaignified, butinthe longrunitis what s hestano He
knows of the great reward waitingat the.end. It1S by entering
into the very waterthat we get washed and sanctified.




Aman's steps are directed hy the Lord.
How'then cananyone understand his own way?

Proverbs 20:24

16.| The SpiritHimselrhears witness with our spirit
thatwe are children of God,

17. | anditchildren, then heirs—heirs of God and'fellow
heirs with Christ, provided we sufferwith Him in
or0ler that we may also be gloritied with Him:

Romans 8:16 -17




We can choose to walk a Similar path to Jesus but
stepping from stone to stone in the hope of staying dry
and comfortable, and we'll never get washed by the water
put risk hurting ourselves trying to preserve our dignity.

Or we walk by faith and by the Spirit deep in the water
where there is life and where we know Jesus has walked.
We walk In the knowledge that by the water we will be
sanctified and the process will shape our character.



As we encounter persecution, trials and testing in our
walk, how we respond will either draw others to God
or it will turn them away. The world may despise the
Christian as they despise Christ Himself, but as they do
S0, and persecute those who follow Christ, all the time
they are watching to see how we would react. Will we
react as the world does or will we react like Christ did?
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Forthis s a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures Sorrows
while suffering unjustly.

For what creaitis it if, when you Sinand'are heaten for it you endure? But
fwhenyou'do good and Sufierforityouendure, this 1S a gracious thing in
the sight of Goo.

Forto this you have heen calleo; because Christ also suftered for you,
eaving youanexample, sothatyou might follow:in His steps:

He committed noSin, neitherwas deceit found iniHis mouth.

When He was reviled, He did not revile inreturn; when He sufiered, He did
notthreaten, hut continued entrusting Himseltto Him whojucdges justly.

1 Peter 2:19- 23



The thing about enduring while suffering unjustly.
IS We don tneed to endure in our.own strength.

| have strength for all things in Christ Who empowers me {lam
'ealy foranything and equal toanything through Him Who infuses
inner strength into me; [am self-sufficient in Christ's sufficiency.

Philippians 4:13 (Amplified Bible)

Christis our sutficiencyinall things.
We can he seli-sufficient in Christ's Sufficiency.




Goois faithtul, and He will not let you he tempted beyond
youranility, but with the temptation He:will also provide
the way of escape; thatyoumay he ahle toendure It.

1 Corinthians 10:13



Persecution IS not something that should be avoided as though
something strange is happening to us, rather, if our conscience IS
clear, then we can expect God to work it out for our good and further
change us Into the people He wants us to be. People who live ina close
relationship with a loving Heavenly Father, who are being transformed
into the iImage of Christ, and who are utterly dependent upon the Holy
Spiritinall we do. And we can expect Him to work out our suffering for
the good of others as well as for ourselves. He will use our witness in
trials and persecution to lead others to Himself like He did with Paul
and Silas in prison to hring the guard and his entire family to faith.



3. | We oughtalways togive thanks to God for you, brothers,
as IS right, hecause yourfaith IS growing abundantly, and
the love ofievery one ofyou for one another is increasing.
4 | Thereforewe ourselves hoastahoutyou inthe churches
ofiGod for your steadfastness and faith inall your
persecutions and in the afflictions thatyou are enduring
5. | ThisIsevidence of the righteous judgment of God, that
you may be consicered worthy of the kingdom of God, for
whichyou are alsosuftering.

2 Thessalonians 1:3-5



