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You cannot fit the role of the Holy
Spirit into a framework that is
unbiblical, that doesn't align with
what God's Word says about the
Church, and expect to understand
the ministry of the Holy Spirit or
expect to see the Holy Spirit at
work as promised in God's Wora.



MY Opinion  YOUR Opinion  ANOTHER Opinion

Vv Vv

MY Truth YOUR Truth THEIR Truth

“The fewer the facts, the stronger the opinion.” (Amold H. Glasow)
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). preach the word; be ready in season and out of
Season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great
patience and instruction.

3. Forthe time will come when they will not endure
souna doctrine; but wanting to have their ears
tickled, they will accumulate for.themselves
Leachers in accoraance to their own desires,

4, and will turn away their.earsfrom the truth and
Will turn aside tomytns.

2 Timothy 4:2-4
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Rejection of the Bible as the basis of all authority—even by
the majority as is the case in most WWestern nations—in no
way invalidates the truths in God's Word. Other people say
they accept the Bible, but reject sections from it because the
contents do not agree with their own personal beliefs or
opinions. This approach is unacceptable to God.

Andre van Belkum



19. So then those who were scattered because of the
persecution that occurred in connection with Stephen
made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch,
speaking the word to no one except to Jews alone.

20, Butthere were some of them, men of Cyprus and
(Yrene, who came to Antioch and began speaking to
tne Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus.

21. And the hand of:the Lord was with them, and'a large
numberwho believed turneatothe Lora.

Acts 11:19-21



22. Thenews about them reached the ears of the church at
Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas oft to Antioch.

23. Thenwhenhearrived and witnessed the grace of God, he
réjoiced and began to encourage them all with resolute
neart to remain true to the Lora;

24 1orhe was agood man, and full orthe Holy Spiritana of
faith. And considerable numbers were brought to the Lord.

Acts 11:22-24
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25, And he left for Tarsus to look for Saul;
6. and when j‘, 1ad found him, he broughthlmto
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\ Ihediscplesiwerefirstcalled Christiansiin Antioch

[heyhaabeen c@lled aisaples(Acs1515)
Iheyhaabeenicalled samts(Acs 9:13)
Ineynaabeenicalledbelievers{Acts 5:14)
[eyhadneen callea brotners(Acs6:3)
[neyhaabeenicalled Witnesses(Acs5:32)
Theyhadbeen calledifollowers ofithe Wayi(Acts 9:2) %



ADRIATIC

R Tres Tabernae

Forum™=\ ITALY SEA Macedonia Thrace
g Vimeh Pelagonia, Philippi | ' hY“\a A
i Amphipolis_~*- Neapolis AL Bit _
SHRaISiin Apollonia® Thessalomcg é // o : . ?'S\ Pontus
& % ‘ Beroea \.Dlum\‘/ Apollonla\ | ~ S Ancyra , V’ o lavium |
A b ¢ N Troas ¢ RN
TYRRHENIAN 3 AEGEAN / Assus——. Asia o Pessinus
SEA | . *Adramyttium
Nicopolis® o SEA Mitylenes ) ePergamum ; AS IA MIN

Y 2 Phrygia
» Rhegium

— | : crive 0\ Smyma Antlochf-:
N — . I0S e ®
i e : | e = | ' lconium
Sicily Corinthian Gulf > AThAns ' e e Lyst
Corlnth'/"\/ phesus -Colossae“ e yogbe

agene

‘ | e T © Laodicea i g
Syracuse o v Miletus pis e—— e Hicia
. o Jarsus
| GREECE o)), CO.\ ST Lycia pgaiia < Pamphylia Antioc
_ S\= Patara_Myra Seleucia.s” and
MALTA ‘ R .
- CRETE . Salamis 2ye
Journeys of St. Paul MEDITERRANEAN SEA
— st journey
- 2nd journey
—— 3rd journey ~ “Cyrene
—— 4th journey
,. Judaea
: | » Alexandria | 2
U 590 100 IO Cyrenaica & ®- -
At e 4 WA ARABIA

0 100 200 300km <, et /A



1. Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there,
prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was
called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had
peen brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.

2. Whilethey were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the
HolySpiritsaid, “Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for
tnework towhich | have called them:”

5. Ihen, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their
hands on them, they sentthem away.

Acts 13:1-3



The Churchis just “two or three gathered”
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Vieandmymatemeettogethereachweekatthelocal c@re. [hats my.Church!

\Vehaveourlittiesellowship group thatmeets each weekand we have
GOMMUNIoNiana Weprayioroneanotherandwediscuss the thingsorGod.

[ natsmy/Churen!

My Gnuraistnemissionsgroupitnatiibelong to; Weareinvolved inreaching
tnelostandiproviaingaidana relieriorthe.poor:

/don tneeditoieliowshipwithiotherbelievers—Godiand | nave Church herein™
mynomex puton somemusicandlsingiand read mybible thats Church!



necontextoiswheretwolortnree.are.gathered togetnerin vy
name:(Viatthew?8:20) hastodowith churchiaisaplineand
Lneconirontation oftnewayward sinner. Inverse:16, the
princpienasheen nvoked orneeding “two orthree Withesses:
nimakinganiaccisation (¢ Deuteronomy 19:15). Itseems that
[NEmention orstwo ortnreesin verse. 20 echoesthat prindGple;
[NEtWO o tree=areconironting Sininthe.caurch:

HEEprAUStinmmentary



lousetnisstatementtodaimitneLordspresenceata
Small WOrsHIpSerVice:or prayermeeting doesnotiitthe
ontextoficnurcn disapline:andissupertiuous. Christis
alWayspresentwitn\Hispeople; evenwiti alone believer
totallyseparatediromiellow Christiansiby prisonwallsor
pyhunaredsormiles; Inecontextaemanasthatthe two
O treeareWItnessesin theproGess ordisaplineg.

JonniViacArtnur



\ Ihebibleencouragesinformaliellowship, buteven atellowshipthat

8 meetsreguianyrormutual ministryisnota full-fledged local congregation
pyDIbIIGalStandards; Logalicongregationsnave organization;, authonty,
[ESPONSIvINILIES, andiSaiequardsin placethatinformal fellowshipsidonot.
VIodern evangelisticorganizations, mercyministriesiand other;such
groups;valio astheyare, maynoteconsioerea local congregationseitner.
HISIMporantLodistnguishipetween thelocal congregation ana otner

groupsiofnelieversiniordertorigntiydividetnose portionsofitne Word of -

Iritnitnathaveto dowitnthesematters;
Normanivianzon i hediogl Ghurci=ANVEssianicBibieStudy)
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THENEW TESTAMENTXHURCH IS DEFINI§D BY:

® dlear blbllcaIX\TRlJCTURE
® clearbiblical ORGANISATION
® clear biblical PURPOSE
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PRIFERURROSE OF THENEWESTANENT DTS
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® The local Churchiin Scripture:was a fellowshipiof
pelievers knitted together by.the Holy'Spirit to fulfill
the specific purposes of the called out community
of Christ that is the Church; the Body:ofiChrist.

® We can identify at least fourteen purposes detailed
In Scripture for the local Church that help.to define
piblically’what constitutes alocal Church.
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BIBLICALLY. THE LOCAL CHURCH WAS CALLED TO:

8 O Preach & teach God's Word including teaching Bible doctrine and
' the whole counsel of God. (Acts 2:42; 11:26; 1 Timothy 3:15-16).
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Preacningiand teacninginoldiaicentral place.mn
tneChristianiraith) Serving astne primary means
Uroughwhich the triths ofiSerpture are
GOmmunicated and theaiths propagated.

Preacningiand téachingjare essential functions
WitIENechureh, Servinafto.equip believers tor
Service anaimaturtyiniain.

piblehub.com



1. I'solemnly.charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is
tojudge theliving and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:
2. preachithe:word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke,

exnort, with greatpatience and instruction.
3. Fortnetime will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but

wanting to.have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for.themselves

teachersinaccordance to their.own desires,
4. and will turn.away their ears from the truth.and will turn aside to myths.

2 Timothy 4:1-4



11. And He gave some as apostles, and some as
prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as
shepherds and some as teachers,

|2, for the equipping of the saints for the work of
service, tothe building up of the body of Christ;

135, UNTIL we all attain to the unity of the faith, and
ofithe knowledge of the Son 0f;God, to a mature
man, to the measure of-the stature which
pelongs to the fullness ofiChrist.

Ephesians 4:11-13
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12. We have not received the spirit of the world, but (we
have received) the Spirit who is from God, so that we
may understand what God has freely given us.

13 And:this iswhat we speak, not in words taught us by
numan wisdom, but in words taught by the Spirit,
expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.

14, The natural man does not accept the things that
come from the Spirit of God, For.they are foolishness
to him, and he cannot understand them, because

they are spiritually discernea.
1 Corinthians 2: 12-14
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As the nation’s civic conversation is stripped of all biblical references
and content, Americans increasingly live in a Scripture-free public
space. Contusion and ignorance of the Bible’s content should be
assumed in post-Christian America.

The larger scandal is biblical ignorance among Christians. Choose
whichever statistic or survey you like, the general pattern is the same.
America’s Christians know less and less about the Bible. It shows.

R. ALBERT MOHLER, JR.
The Scandal of Biblical llliteracy: It's Our Problem



Churches must recover the centrality and'urgency of biblical
teaching and preaching, and refuse to sideline the teaching ministry
of the preacher. Pastors and churches too busy—or too distracted—to
make biblical knowledge a central aim of ministry will produce
believers who simply do not know enough to be faithtul disciples.

The many fronts of Christian compromise in this generation can be
directly traced to biblical illiteracy in the pews and the absence of
biblical preaching and teaching in our homes and churches.

R. ALBERT MOHLER, JR.
The Scandal of Biblical llliteracy: It's Our Problem



Christian preaching has as its purpose nothing less than the complete
conformity or every child of God to the perfect image ot Christ the Son.

Dennis E. Johnson

Preaching’s goal is the spiritual maturity o believers that can only come
from the wisdom of:Christ and the sanctifying work ofithe Holy Spirit.

Michael Horton




® BIBLICAL Preaching and Teaching are the primary means
through which the truths of Scripture are communicated.

® BIBLICAL Preaching and Teaching are essential functions
within the church, for the purpose of equipping believers
for service & for maturing believers in the things of God.



BIBLICALLY, THE LOCAL CHURCH WAS CALLED TO:

® Preach & teach God's Word including teaching Bible doctrine and
the whole counsel of God. (Acts 2:42; 11:26; 1 Timothy 3:15-16).

. ® Facilitate corporate prayer. (Acts 2:42; 4:31; 12:5& 12;
Hebrews 13:15).

® Observe the ordinances of:baptism and the Lord’s Supper
(Acts 2:41-42; 20:7; 1 Corinthians 11:23-29).

® Exercise spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12, 13, 14).

& ® Exercise Churchdiscipline and spiritual discipline

(1 Corinthians5:1-13, 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15; I'limothy 5: 20)
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BIBLICALLY, THE LOGAL CHURGH WAS CALLED T0:

® Make disciples of peoples from all nations and to disciple
pelievers until they arefirmly groundediin the Word o God
(Matthew 28:18—20). “Discipleship involves three elements:
preaching the gospel, baptism and teaching the Word ofGod” S
(Dr. Arold Fruchtenbaum). ’

® Plant Churches and to supportthose Churches, specifically
through the commissioning anad'sending of five=fold ministers
and Apostolic teams. (Acts 11:22—24; 13:1-4).

,,/(’ (® To proyvide for;the needy butin particular, the needy.amongst §
the believingicommunity (Acts6:1-6; 2 Corinthians 8:4—7;
1 Timothy 5:16; James 1:27):
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BIBLIGALLY THE LOCAL CHURCH WAS CALLED T0:

| ® Buildiup the Body of Christ which is the Church, The:Body of
Christ Is the universal Cnurch but the universal Churchiis
compromised of local Churches of believers in'Christ (Ephesians B
4:11-16). The five-fold ministries called to equip God's people g
for:the building up or the Body are those Christ has set IN the
Church, not elsewhere. God's purpose is forindividual believers
to be firmly planted and rooted'in the Word of God, so that they
mature.in;the.things of:God and are no longer tossed to and fro. §
by every:wind of doctrine: -
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O BIBLICALLY, THE LOCAL CHURCH WAS CALLED TO:

® Outwork the function ofipriesthood (1 Corinthians 16:1-2;
" | 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; Philippians 4:8). The New;lestament
' teaches the “priesthood of all believers”and every believer s to
exercise the function of a priest, which is representing the
people to God.

® Do good in this world in general but especially to those of the
“household ofifaith” (Galatians 6:10).




BIBLICALLY. THE LOCAL CHURCH WAS CALLED T0:

® Worship God corporately, (Ephesians 5:18-19; Colossians
3:16-17) understanding that true worship is simplythe
adoration and devotion that God deserves because He is Goa.

® Glorify God through the ministry.ofithe Church (Romans 15:6;
Ephesians 3:21; 2 Thessalonians 1:12; 1 Peter4:11).

® Be God’s instrument to demonstrate to the principalities and
the powers of.the air the manifold wisdom o God.

(Ephesians3:10).
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THE ORGANISATION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH £

® The local Church is also defined by.the organisation that existed
in the New Testament Church. Some teach thatalocal Church
exists whenever two orthree people meet togetherand that the B8
Church then does not require organisation. Some would suggest,
that it doesn‘t require leadership. Both views are unbiblical.

® The New Testament Church; including in the times,when the
Church was “undergrouna’, was-an organisea comingtogether
of believers and.not a haphazard thing.

= ® We canidentify at least twelve aspects of clearorganisationin |
the New Testament Church. .




® The local Church had stated, planned and scheduled
meetings which required organisation (Acts 20:7,

Hebrews 10:25).

® The local Church had recommendations for-deacons,
which required organisation (Acts 6:1-6).

) The local Church had'leaders (Elders and'Deacons) who
were responsible for exercising aspects of shepherding,
government and management, which required
organisation. (Acts 14:23; Philippians 1:1).

W




® Paul and Peter set in place clearly defined character qualifications
for those who stand in leadership functions in the Church.
Organisation was required to set these requirements in place in
the local Churches and to.administer them. (1-limotny 3:1-7,
Titus 1:7-9.ana 1 Peter 5:2-3)

® Thelocal Church was required toexercise discipline of it’s
members, which required an organisational structure

(1 Corinthians 5:4, 5, 13).

® The local Church.was to take contributions.and to make records of
contributions, Which requirea organisation (Romans:15:26; -
1 Corinthians 16:1; 2 Corinthians 8:6-9:5). -
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® The local Church was sometimes required to write letters of ‘
recommendations from one local Church to.another, which required.  #
organisation. (Acts 18:24-28; Romans16:1, 2 Corinthians 3:1; l

Colossians 4:10).

1 ® There was a registration of widows in the New Testament local Church.
They were required to be registered so'that the Church could dealwith
them faithfully, especially those withineeds. Responsibilities like this
required organisation (Acts 6:1; 1 Timothy 5:9).

® They took part.in the ordinancesof baptismiand the Lord’s Supper that 5
¢ were followed uniformly in the Churches, no matterwhere they Were

located (Acts 2:42-42, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26).
E T S T
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® Order needed to be maintained in worship services so that

things did not become chaotic or confused (1 Corinthians 14:40; |
Colossians 2:5; 1 Thessalonians 5:14; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-7). This

required organisation and quidelines.

® There was evidence of clear,organisation in the New Testament

Church because certain rulesandrequlations were set in'place to
maintain decorum in the meetings and the Elders were

responsible for maintaining that decorum (1 Corinthians 14:40;
(Colossians 2:5; 1 Thessalonians 5:14, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-7). ‘
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= () There are five main passages in Scripture that:deal with the
' responsibility of the flock to their shepherds. Organisation and
leadership was required in the.local'Church tor these things to
pe outworked (1 Corinthians 16:15-16; 1 Thessalonians5:12-13;
1 Timothy 5:17-19; 1 Peter 5:5-6; Hebrews 13:7, 17 ana 24).



® Itisevident that the New Testament local Chmr!h wasnot a grb"up of
unorganised or disorganised individuals coming together he;él)ézardly.
The biblical evidencelis that a well maintainéll level of orgar’)is"ation existed.

® Onthebgsofthe URROSEand ORGANSATON hiblially defines the A
New Testament Church;, it is.clear that the Jocal Church is far more than a /

few people gathering together. \

® A House Churchiis therefore an expression of the lite and the ministry of t%/
Church but it is notthe Church that is the Body of Christ, because ofthe 4
absence of STRUCTURE that God sets in'the Church. There is usually also,an
absence of some aspects of the biblical PURPOSES ana ORGANISATIONAL

aspects of the New Testament Church that define the local Church.




25. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved
the church and gave Himself up for her,

26, sothat Hemight sanctify her, having cleansed her
py.the washing of water with the word,

2/ sothat He might present to Himself:the church in
all'ner.glory, having nospot orwrinkie or.any such
tning; but that she woula be holy:ana blameless.

Ephesians 5:25-27
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