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Blessedare those whoare persecuted for righteousness
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessedl are youwnen others revile you ano persecute you
and utterall kinds of evil against you falsely.onmy account
Rejoice and be glad, foryour rewarais great iniheaven, for
S0 they persecuted the prophets who were hefore you.

Matthew 5:10-12



Persecuted

Greek ="diok0’

Toflee, to he chased, to be pursued
with the view to Inflict suffering



First Point

The difference hetween persecution and offence:

@ When someone makes mean or unpleasant remarks we
are offended for our faith, but we might call it persecuted.

@ Saul, before his conversion to Paul, persecuted early
Christians by pursuing, chasing, hunting and hurting
them. He inflicted suffering on them.



Second Point

Persecution in Matthew 5 comes from righteousness.

@ There s blessing from God when we are
persecuted for righteousness’ sake.

@ Righteousness means justification or innocence.




Righteousness in the context of Matthew 510 in
our text means the goodness, holiness and purity
of God, contrasted with the utter sinfulness of
man and how mortal man can he made righteous
with God. It IS not the same as goodness. It IS not
In this instance relating to good works.



Righteousness inverse 10 relates to the proclamation
of the Gospel.

How do we know this?

Verse 12 says: ‘Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great
Inheaven,” “for so they persecuted the prophets who were
hefore you.”

The prophets were not persecuted for their good works.
They were persecuted hecause they spoke on hehalf of God.




18. | Whoeverhelieves in Himis not condemned, but whoever
(loes not believe 1S condemned alreacly, because he has not
helieved in the name of the only SonofiGod

19. | And thisIs the judgment: the light has come Into the worla,
anopeople loved the darkness ratherthan the light hecause
thelrworks were evil

20.| For-everyone who does wicked things hates the light ana
(l0eS not come to the light, lest his works should e exposed.

John 3:18-20



18. | Ifthe world hates you; know.that 1t has hated Me before It
nated you.

19. | Ifyouwere of the world, the world would love you as its own;
hut because you-are not of the world, but | chose you out of
the world, therefore the worldhates you:

20.| Rememberthe word that | Salo'to you: A Servant s not greater
than his master. If they persecuted Me, theywill alse
persecute you. Iithey kept My word, they will also keepyours.

John 15:18-20



Paul isn't persecuted hecause he has suddenly hecome
Involved In doing good works, although you can he
assured he was doing them. He was persecuted hecause
of what he was preaching. What did he preach? The
Gospel of course; Believe in Jesus as the Christ and Son of
God, repent and be reconciled back to God, and through
this faith, you will receive the righteousness of Godl.



23.| About that time there arose no little disturhance concerning the Way.
24| Fora man nameo Demetrius, a Siiversmitn, who made Sifver shrines
ofiArtemis, brought no little business to the.craftsmen.

25.| These ne gathereo togetner, with the workmen in Similar trades, ant
said, “Men, you know that from this business we have our wealth.
26.| Andlyouisee and hearthat notonlyin Ephesus butinalmostall of
Asiathis Paul has persuaded ano turneo away.a great many people,
Sayingthat gods made with hands are not gods.

Acts 19:23-26




Paul condemned their practices and persuaded a great many
people from their pagan heliefs. And what he preached was
that there 1S only One God, Jesus was God in the flesh,
repent, turn away from what people were doing and what
they were believing In, and be reconciled hack to God.

The persecution was on account of righteousness’ sake and
not good works. If he had only heing practicing good works,
then there would not have been the persecution.



When you ONLY preach the gospel, people will try to use
persecution to Stop you and to prevent you from
revealing the righteousness of God. People do not wish
to have their sins exposed and they would rather work
out their own salvation through their own form of works.

[fyou are unable to do anything else for the Lord's
Kingdom, then at least preach the Gospel.



When you combine the power of the Gospel, God's
power for Salvation with the demonstration of God's
jove through works, then the results can be explosive.



60% of Christians around the world live in places
where they don't have religious freedom, where there

IS genuine persecution for those confessing their faith.

More and more people are being won to Christ
despite the oppression and persecution that
comes upon any who would not only confess
Jesus as Lord and Saviour, but boldly proclaim
the Gospel under such harsh conditions.



Inthe short time we have left we are to be about two things:
@ we are those preparing for the Bridegroom's return

@ as Sons and Daughters of God we've got to he proactive as
peacemakers and preach Christ and the cross, while we
still can. And thenwhen it is no longer safe to preach the
whole Gospel, we still preach it anyway, no matter the cost.



Forwe must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, So that each.one may receivewhat is due for
what henas aone intne ooy, whethergood or evil.

2 Corinthians 510



When William Booth was asked of the secret to his success, he said:

| will tell you the secret. God has all there was of me. There have been
men with greater brains than me, men with greater opportunities.
But from the day | got the poor of London on my heart and caught a
vision of all Jesus Christ could do with them, on that day | made up
my mind that God would have all of William Booth there was. And if
there 1S anything of power in the Salvation Army today, it is hecause
God has had all the adoration of my heart, all the power of my will,
and all the influence of my life.



The Gospel alone 1s God's power for salvation and the world does not like
it. But nonetheless will you still stand for truth today? Will you determine
inyour hearts that you will not buckle nor shy away for God's
righteousness? Although the Bible promises persecution for all who live
in Godliness, will you still take a stand for righteousness’ sake,
knowing that there will be persecution? Because if you do, then
Matthew 5:10 says: You are blessed. And you are demonstrating that you
are aKingdom citizen. It says then that yours is the Kingdom of Heaven.

Verse 12 rejoice and he glad, for your reward in Heaven is great.




And everyone who has left houses or brothers
Or SISters or tather or mother or children or
lands, for My name’s Sake, will receive a
hundredtold and will inherit eternal life;

Matthew19:29



Benhold, |am coming soon! My reward
IS with Me, anoll will give to.everyone
according towhat he has tone.

Revelation 22:12



Blessed are those whoiare persecuted
forrighteousness’ Sake, fortheirsis
the kingdlomiof heaven.

Matthew5:10

PERSECUTED: To he pursued withithe intent of
Narmand as we have seen even oeath.

RIGHTEOUSNESS: the justification that comes from
God toreconcile sintul man back toa sinless God.




Indeed, I count everything as loss hecause of the
Surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lora.
For His Sake | have suftered the loss of all things and
count them as runpisn; inoraer that I may.gain Christ.

PhilippIans 3:8




