
Shining 
Bright in the 
Darkness:

Paul’s Letter of Joy



Dear friends, 
I write to you as an old man , weary and worn , 
my body broken and my strength all but gone . 
I have endured so much over the years, and yet 
God , in His wisdom, has never chosen to 
remove this thorn in the flesh that you have 
heard about — a constant companion to my 
suffering, adding to my pain each day. 



Here I am now, chained day and night to an 
unbelieving soldier, a harsh and unfeeling 
guard , with no conversation skills or desire .  
I have no privacy, and I cannot pray as I 
wish . The shackles bite into my wrists until 
they bleed , and I live in continual discomfort 
and humiliation . I do not even know what 
awaits me; they have not set a date for my 
trial . This uncertainty gnaws at me , filling 
my heart with deep anxiety.



My health has deteriorated — I eat 
poorly, sleep little , and I have lost so 
much weight that I hardly recognise 
myself. The gift you sent, the money you 
so generously provided , helped me to buy 
only the most basic necessities. I am 
deeply grateful , but my needs remain 
great, and my suffering continues.



My beloved friends, my life has 
become so difficult that at times I 
long simply to depart and be with 
Christ, to leave all this pain behind . 
I yearn for that final release .
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11 …, for I have learned 
to be content whatever 
the circumstances. 
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13 And on the Sabbath day 
we went outside the gate to 
the riverside, where we 
supposed there was a place 
of prayer, and we sat down 
and spoke to the women 
who had come together.  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Acts 16:13



Artists impression



Artists impression







2 Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
3 I thank my God in all my 
remembrance of you, 4 always 
in every prayer of mine for you 
all making my prayer with joy,  

Philippians 1:2-4
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Grace = Charis 
Joy = Chara 
Charism – 
Technical Usage. In its technical meaning, 
a charism is a spiritual gift or talent 
granted by God to the recipient not 
primarily for his own sake but for the 
benefit of others "in order to perfect the 
saints for a work of ministry, for building 
up the body of Christ," i.e., the Church. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 https://www.encyclopedia.com/



2 Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
3 I thank my God in all my 
remembrance of you, 
4 always in every prayer of 
mine for you all making my 
prayer with joy,  

Philippians 1:2-4



12 I want you to know, 
brothers, that what has 
happened to me has 
really served to advance 
the gospel,  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Philippians 1:12



14 And most of the 
brothers, having become 
confident in the Lord by 
my imprisonment, are 
much more bold to speak 
the word without fear. 

Philippians 1:14



27 Only let your manner of life 
be worthy of the gospel of Christ,  
so that whether I come and see you 
or am absent, I may hear of you that 
you are standing firm in one spirit, 
with one mind striving side by side 
for the faith of the gospel, 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Philippians 1:27

✓ To stand firm amid persecution



2 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, 
any comfort from love, any participation in 
the Spirit, any affection and sympathy,  
2 complete my joy by being of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind.  
3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility count others more significant 
than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not 
only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  Philippians 2:2-4

✓ To Be United by Humility





21 but test everything;  
hold fast what is good. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  1 Thess 5:21



5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by 
taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. 8 And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to the point of death, even death on a cross. 	  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Philippians 2:5-11

✓ Remember the Example of Christ



9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Philippians 2:5-11

✓ Remember the Example of Christ



12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have 
always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 
presence but much more in my absence, work 
out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Philippians 2:12-13

✓ To be Light in a Dark World



14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that 
you may be blameless and innocent, children of 
God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and 
twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in 
the world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that 
in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in 
vain or labor in vain. 17 Even if I am to be poured out 
as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your 
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you 
also should be glad and rejoice with me. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Philippians 2:14-18

✓ To be Light in a Dark World
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15 that you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without blemish in 
the midst of a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you shine as 
lights in the world, 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Philippians 2:15

✓ To be Light in a Dark World



15 that you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without 
blemish in the midst of a crooked and 
twisted generation, among whom 
you shine as lights in the world, 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Philippians 2:15



3 And those who are wise shall 
shine like the brightness of the 
sky above; and those who turn 
many to righteousness, like the 
stars forever and ever.	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Daniel 12:3









11 Not that I am speaking of being 
in need, for I have learned in 
whatever situation I am to be 
content. 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  

	 	 	 	 Philippians 4:11

✓ Paul’s Thankfulness





4 Rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I will say, rejoice.	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	  

	 	 	 Philippians 4:4

✓ Paul’s Thankfulness
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