


BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION 101

[he contextin which.aword or phrase IS used must be carefully
considered to e ahle to correctly assess the meaning of that
Worgl or phrase Inthat particularverse orinthat particular
portion of Scripture. This Is especially important when the words
01 phrases heing interpreted can have different meanings.




sV (en)
= in. inside, with. within

Matthew 1:18

Now the hirth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His
mother Mary had heen hetrothed to Joseph, before they came
together she was found to be ev child from the Holy Spirit:



eV (en)
= in. inside. with. within

Banticwv (haptizo)
= Immerse, sunmerge, dipped like fabric into a dye

ACTS 1:5

John haptised v water but you will be baptised
v the Holy Spirit not many days from now.



[ne nearest context must be given the most weignt in interpretation.
the near context of the sentence
the paragraph
the ook
gven the autnor

[he interpreter snould ook at all the context in which a word or

pNrase IS useq, the near context, then the wider contextto be anle to
correctly assess the meaning of that word or:phrase ina particular

portion of Scripture. \l



2 Thessalonians 2:1

.- | Now.concerning the comingofour Loral Jesus Christ
ano'our Deing gatnered togetner to Him,




2 Thessalonians 2:1-3

I

2.

Now.concerningthe:coming of.our Lord Jesus Christ and our
Deing gathered togetnertoHim, we:.ask you, drothers,

notto e quickly Snakeninmind or alarmea, either by.a spirit or
a Spoken word; ora letterseemingto he from us, tothe effect
that the day of the Lorc'has come.

[t no.one decelve youn any way. For that day will not come,
unless THE renellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is

revealed. the son of destruction,



2 Thessalonians 2:4-6

4, | whoopposesand exaltshimselragainst every so-called goolor
phjectorworship; sothatne takes his seatin the temple of God,
proclaiming himselitoibe God.

5. | Doyounotrememberthatwhenlwas stilf with you | told you
thesetnings?

b. | Andlyou know wnat IS restraining himnow.Sothat he may he
levealed in histime.




2 Thessalonians 2:7-8

1. | Forthe mystery oflawlessness is already at work. Only he who
now.restrains itwill o so.until he s out of the way.

8. | Anothenthe lawless one will be revealed, whomthe Lord
Jesus will kill with the breath of His mouthand bring to nothing
hy the appearance of His coming




1 Thessalonians 1:10

...andtowaitforhis Sonfrom heaven.
whom He rarsed from the dead. Jesus
Who delivers us fromthe:wrath to.come.



1 Tfhessalonians 4:16-18

16. | For:the Lord Himseltiwill descend from heaven witha cry of
command, with thevoice'ofan archangel, and with the sound
oiithe trumpetofiGod. Anoithe dead in Christ will rise first

7. | Thenwe whoarealive, whoare left, will be caught up
together with them ntne clouds tomeetthe Lord inthe air
and so we willalways he with the Lord.

18. | Therefore encourage one another with these words.




Three reasons...

Paul explains that the Day of the Lord (the Tribulation) has not
started yet hecause..

» THE rebellion (verse 3a) has not occurred
Let no one deceive you ih any way. For that day will not come,
unless THE rehellion comes first

» the lawless one or Antichrist has notappeared (verses 3a-4)
» the restrainer has not been removed (verses 5-7)



AINENE

(fromaphistémi = leave, depart)

a compound Greek wora
- ap0.....meaning........from
- Stasia.....meaning.......leave, stand away

The core meaning of APOSTASIA refers to
- aleavingfrom, or more clearly
- adeparture



Acts 21:21

anoitneynave heentolo:aboutyou thatyou
teachall the Jews whoare:among the
Gentiles toforsake (apostasia) Moses,
telling them not to circumcise thelr
chiloren orwalk accoraingto our customs.



Translation History

The first seven English translations all rendered the noun
APOSTASIA as either THE DEPARTURE or: THE DEPARTING.

» Wycliffe Bible (1384)
» Tyndale Bible (1526)
» Coverdale Bihle(1535)
» CranmerBihle (1539)
» BreechesBible(1576)
» BezaBihle(1583)
» Geneva Bible (1608)




2 Thessalonians 2:3
(Tynedale Bible 1526)

| etno'ma tleceave youhyeny meanes for the lorde
commethnot excepte thercome a departynge fyrstand
that that Syntnilman e opened ye sonne of perdicion.



We who see that terrible things have hegun, and

Know that still more terriple things are Imminent, may
/egar(l itas the greatest advantage to depart from it
as guicklyas possinle. Do you not give Goo thanks, do
younot congratulate yourself, that by an early
jeparture youare taken away, and delivered fromthe
ShIpWrecks ana aisasters that are Imminent?”

Cyprian: a bishop in the city of Carthage
during the third century AD

»



Brief Chronology of Paul’s Letters

. Dates are approximate &A.D.

49 Galatians

51  1st& 2nd Thessalonians

56-5/ 1st& 2na Corinthians, Romans

60-62 Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, Philippians

b2  IstTimothy, Titus

6/  7n0 Timothy




Other New Testament Books of interest
Dates are approximate & A.D.

bd  1st Peter
66  2nd Peter
68-70 Jude




Biblical Interpretation 101
HRSTQUESTION

Does anything that Paul writes in either of these letters
Speak atall abouta Spiritual oeparture, alast oays
apostasy, a falling away fromthe truth? Is there any
mention atall, in hoth epistles, of anything to do with
falsehood, error-or deception, apartfrom the false
letter that was Supposed to have heen from Paul?



[t woulo'he somewhat of an oddity for Paul to
focus uponthe subject ofan end-time spiritual
(eparture inthe very early Thessalonian epistles
whenthis subject IS not something that Paul
emphasises until much laterin his life & ministry.

Dr. Andy Woods




Biblical Interpretation 101
SECOND QUESTION

Does Paulin his writings to the Thessalonian believers
Speak abouta physical departure, something leaving
one physical place to go to another pnysical place?
[fso what s the physical departure that Paul speaks
anout inthese letters?



1 Thessalonians 4:16-18

16. | For:the Lord Himseltiwill descend from heaven witha cry of
command, with thevoice'ofan archangel, and with the sound
oiithe trumpetofiGod. Anoithe dead in Christ will rise first

7. | Thenwe whoare alive, who are left, will he caught up
togetherwith them ntne clouds tomeetthe Lord inthe air
and so we willalways he with the Lord.

18. | Therefore encourage one another with these words.




2 Thessalonians 2:6-7

0. | ANt youknowWnatIs restraining nim now
S0 thatnemay ne revealed in nis time.

1. | Forthe mystery oflawlessness is already at
work. Only'ne whonow restrains it will o o
Untilhes outofthe way.




The overall context of 2 Thessalonians 2:3 indicates a physical
geparture as the sense of APOSTASIA. The rapture IS the main
Suhject matter of hoth hooks that Paul wrote tothe Thessalonians;
the apostle refers to it in every chapter of 1Thessalonians. It was
CIearly.on nis ming as he wrote the secona epistle tothem.

Jonathan Brentner




2 Timothy 1:15

Youlare aware thatallwhoare
NASIaiturned away fromme.

Acts 20:29-50

29.| | know thatafter my departure fierce wolves will come in
amongyou, not sparing the flock;

30.| and from among your own Selves willarise men speaking
twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them.




Defining a Definite Arficle

2Thessalonians 2:3
Let no.one decelve you in any way. For that day will not come,
unless THE APOSTASIA (THE departure) comes first.

The word THE Is what IS called a definite article.
Adef|n|teart|cle|sused hefore anountodefine|tas..
» something Specific

» Something previously mentioned or known

* Something unique

» something being identified by the Speaker



2 Thessalonians 2:5

Joyou notremembertnatwhen|was
Still with you | told you these things?



1 Thessalonians 4:16-18

16. | For'the Lord Himseliwilldescenafrom heaven witha cry of
command, with thevoice:ofanarchangel, and with the sound
pfithe trumpetoiiGod. Anoithe.oead in Christ will rise first

7. | Thenwe who are alive, whoare left, will be caught up (harpazo)
togetherwith them intne clouds to meetthe Lora inthe air
and sowe will always he with the Lord.

18. | Therefore encourage one anotherwith these words.




Ephesians 5:25-27

25:{ Hushanas, loveyourwives, justas Christ loved the
church anoigaveHimseltup for her;

2. tomake nernoly, cleansingner oy the washing with
Wwater tnrougn the Wor

21.| and topresent herto Himselfasaradiant church,
without Stain orwrinkle or any.other blemish, hut
nolyand hlameless.




fitistrue(that THE APOSTASIAIS a physical departure of the Church
to heaven) then it is time to Stop debating the timing of the Rapture.
The debate 1S Settled. The rapture of the Church will take place “first
hefore the Tribulation period hegins. We can develop certainty inthe
eturnof Jesus Christ to take us out of the world physically before the
gvents of the Tribulation period transpire. Titus 2:3 1S indeed our firm
plessen hope, which says, lookingforthe blessed hope and the
appearingofthe glory of our great God and Saviour, Christ Jesus.
Dr. Andy Woods

N



JESUS 15 GOMING READY OR NOI




