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& OUT OF SEASON



Awake, Asleep or Woke?



1 Thessalonians 5:1-4

1. Now as to the periods and times, brothers and sisters, 
you have no need of anything to be written to you. 

2. For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord 
is coming just like a thief in the night. 

3. While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then sudden 
destruction will come upon them like labor pains upon a 
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 

4. But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness, so that 
the day would overtake you like a thief;



1 Thessalonians 5:5-8

5. For you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night 
nor of darkness; 

6. so then, let’s not sleep as others do, but let’s be alert and sober. 
7. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who are drunk, 

get drunk at night. 
8. But since we are of the day, let’s be sober, having put on the 

breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of 
salvation.



1 Thessalonians 5:9-11

9. For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

10. who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, 
we will live together with Him. 

11. Therefore, encourage one another and build one another 
up, just as you also are doing.



1 Chronicles 12:32 

From the sons of Issachar, men who understood the times, 
with knowledge of what Israel should do … 

Tree of Life Bible 
from the sons of Issachar—men who know how to interpret 
the signs of the times to determine what Israel should do …



The two groups  of 1 Thessalonians 5
Awake, informed, prepared 
Know full well that the day of the Lord 
is coming just like a thief in the night 
Kept from the day of wrath 
Will not be overtaken having put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and as a 
helmet, the hope of salvation. 
Sons of light and sons of day

Asleep, uninformed, unprepared 
Unaware that the day of the Lord is 
coming just like a thief in the night 
“Peace & safety” … false security 
Sudden destruction will come upon  
them like labour pains upon a pregnant 
woman, and they will not escape 
Sons of darkness and sons of night



John MacArthur

Intellectually, light refers to biblical truth 
while darkness refers to error or falsehood.



Luke 12:54-56

54. He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, 
you say at once, ‘A shower is coming.’ And so it happens. 

55. And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be 
scorching heat,’ and it happens. 

56. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth 
and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?

56. … You know how [intelligently] to discern and interpret and prove the 
looks of the earth and sky; but how is it that you do not know how to 
discern and interpret and apply the proof to this present time?



Steve Schmutzer

Jesus said, “The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all 
(the wise and the foolish virgins) became drowsy and fell asleep” (v5). 
In the terminal chapters of human history, there will be those who 
have every good reason to remain awake and watchful – but their 
spiritual senses will be dulled instead. 
They will not perceive what’s going on around them because they 
won’t care enough to. As a result, they’ll sense no urgency and raise  
no alarm. They won’t be prepared. They will be asleep.



Lee W. Brainard

When the Bible directs our attention to the coming of the Lord, it 
exhorts us to pay attention to signs which indicate that our 
blessed hope is drawing ever nearer.  

When these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift 
up your heads; for your redemption draws near. (Luke 21:28).  
You hypocrites. You can read the face of the heavens, but you 
can’t read the signs of the times. (Matthew 16:3).  
Exhort each other daily, and the more so as we see that day 
approaching. (Hebrews 10:25).



These all bear the same essential message. There are objectively 
discernable stage-setting events going on in the world around 
us which point unerringly to the approaching day. As these 
events increase in frequency, intensity, and iniquity, we can rest 
assured that the rapture is drawing closer.
Lee W. Brainard



John 18:36 

Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were 
of this world, My servants would be fighting so that I would not be 
handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.

2 Corinthians 10:3-4

For though we live in the flesh, we do not wage war according to the 
flesh. The weapons of our warfare are not the weapons of the world.



The word “woke” is slang for “awake.” In its contemporary use, 
“woke” means social awareness, being alert to social issues, 
racism, discrimination and injustice. 
“Woke” implies social activism, nationalism, and collectivism. It 
suggests rage, passion, resistance, action; seeking to draw a line 
against the unacceptable. 
Some of the goals of the woke culture are: dissolve the nuclear 
family, abolish capitalism, eliminate religion, re-write our 
constitution and raise children gender neutral.

Definition of “woke”



Rapid changes within our cultural paradigms are much more a test of the 
church’s grounding in the doctrines of Scripture than they are an opportunity 
for it to be “community-minded,” “racially sensitive,” or “environmentally 
conscious.” A “woke” church has fundamentally failed that test. 
A “woke” church is asleep. The Bible instructs believers to be “awake” – not 
“woke” (1 Thessalonians 5:6). The two concepts – one Scriptural and one 
secular – are countless miles apart. The words seem similar, but they’re 
saying opposite things. It’s dangerous to be on the wrong side of this 
important distinction.

The error of a “woke” Church

Steve Schmutzer



A “woke” Church is often more obsessed with what it doesn’t 
want to be than it’s burdened by what it’s called to be!
Steve Schmutzer



We have a moral obligation to “stay woke,” take a stand and be active; 
challenging injustices and racism in our communities and fighting 
hatred and discrimination wherever it rises.
Barbara Lee (American Democrat Politician & Activist)



God's Word does exhort us to be awake, but first and 
foremost for salvation in the Lord and the return of the Lord. 
It's then and only then that the injustices and wrongs, of 
which there are many in this fallen world, are made right, 
which is why Jesus said there is no reason for us to fight.
J.D. Farag



1. Family 
2. Religion (Spirituality) 
3. Business (Economy, Finance) 
4. Politics (Government) 

5. Education 
6. Media (Communication) 
7. Arts (Entertainment, Sports) 

Seven Mountains of Influence

These Seven Mountains of Influence are considered to be cultures that 
mold the way we think and that influence our lives on a daily basis.  
If we are to make any significant impact and change in the community 
as a Church, then we must engage these Seven Mountains of societal 
spheres, and influence them for Christ and His kingdom, by so doing we 
can bring change and transformation to a nation.



One of the most alarming, least understood, and fastest spreading errors is 
the teaching that this present earth, instead of heaven, is the ultimate 
home for the church. Accordingly, her goal is to take over the world and 
establish the kingdom of God. Only then, it is said, can Christ return—not, 
however, to take us to His Father’s house, as He promised His disciples in 
John 14, but to reign over the Kingdom that we have established for Him. 
One’s unwitting participation in literally building the Kingdom of God before 
the Second Coming of the King Himself, Jesus Christ, is in fact contributing 
to the establishment of the religion and kingdom of the Antichrist.



Proponents of Kingdom Now teaching also don’t believe in the rapture, 
which is explained away as a feeling of rapture or excitement when 
the Lord returns to receive the kingdom from our hands. In other 
words, everyone will be "caught up" emotionally when He returns.  
Also among the unbiblical beliefs is the idea that all prophecies 
regarding future Israel—both in the Old and New Testaments—actually 
apply to the church.



God has given us a governmental authority. Let us therefore 
take our place and position. Let’s be His government upon 
these mountains by His grace, and let His kingdom come 
and let His will be done on earth as it is in heaven.



2 Corinthians 10:3 

For though we walk in the flesh, we are  
not waging war according to the flesh.

Ephesians 6:12

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.



2 Chronicles 7:14

If My people who are called by My name humble 
themselves, and pray and seek My face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.



Spiritual life in the churches is the only answer to the free fall of our 
society. What is needed is spiritual awakening. We need prayer for 
revival, but we also need fresh God-given passion. Passion, if it is 
truly from God, is born and nurtured in an atmosphere of truth. Truth 
is birthed and fanned into a flame by the clear understanding of the 
Bible and its message of covenant and grace. Ultimately the word of 
God, used directly by the spirit of God, is the only proven means for 
bringing about the reformational revival needed in our time. 
John H. Armstrong (foreword in “Revive Us Again”)


