
What On Earth 
Is God Doing? (17)



Now these things befell them by way of a figure [as an 
example and warning to us]; they were written to 
admonish and fit us for right action by good instruction, 
we in whose days the ages have reached their climax 
(their consummation and concluding period). 

1 Corinthians 10:11 (Amplified Bible)



1. As soon as all the kings of the Amorites who were beyond the 
Jordan to the west, and all the kings of the Canaanites who were by 
the sea, heard that the LORD had dried up the waters of the Jordan 
for the people of Israel until they had crossed over, their hearts 
melted and there was no longer any spirit in them because of the  
people of Israel. 

2. At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and 
circumcise the sons of Israel a second time.” 

3. So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the sons of Israel at 
Gibeath-haaraloth. 

Joshua 5:1-3



4. And this is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: all the males of 
the people who came out of Egypt, all the men of war, had died in the 
wilderness on the way after they had come out of Egypt. 

5. Though all the people who came out had been circumcised, yet all 
the people who were born on the way in the wilderness after they 
had come out of Egypt had not been circumcised. 

6. For the people of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, until all 
the nation, the men of war who came out of Egypt, perished, because 
they did not obey the voice of the LORD; the LORD swore to them that 
He would not let them see the land that the LORD had sworn to their 
fathers to give to us, a land flowing with milk and honey.

Joshua 5:4-6



7. So it was their children, whom he raised up in their place, that 
Joshua circumcised. For they were uncircumcised, because 
they had not been circumcised on the way. 

8. When the circumcising of the whole nation was finished, they 
remained in their places in the camp until they were healed. 

9. And the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the 
reproach of Egypt from you.” And so the name of that place is 
called Gilgal to this day.

Joshua 5:7-9



10. While the people of Israel were encamped at Gilgal, they kept 
the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month in the 
evening on the plains of Jericho.  

11. And the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate of 
the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 

12. And the manna ceased the day after they ate of the produce of 
the land. And there was no longer manna for the people of 
Israel, but they ate of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.

Joshua 5:10-12



13. When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and 
behold, a man was standing before him with his drawn sword in his 
hand. And Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us, or for 
our adversaries?” 

14. And he said, “No; but I am the commander of the army of the LORD. 
Now I have come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and 
worshiped and said to him, “What does my lord say to his servant?” 

15. And the commander of the LORD’S army said to Joshua, “Take off 
your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is 
holy.” And Joshua did so.

Joshua 5:13-15



4. “… for you have not passed this way before.” 
5. Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, 

for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you.”

Joshua 3:4-5



Man wants to DO, but God wants us to BE! He is more interested 
in consecration. Consecration must precede conquest. So much 
of our Christian working is "doing" which is too often deficient 
in "being." God is more interested in who we are than in what 
we do. He knows that if we give attention to the "being", the 
"doing" will follow. As a corollary when God takes the measure 
of a man, he does not put a tape measure around their head to 
see how much they know, but He puts it (figuratively speaking 
of course) around their heart to see how much they will obey. 
Irving Jensen (Joshua 5: Spiritual Preparation)



God is never in a hurry. God's delays are always infinitely 
more profitable than our haste . We are always in a fever to do 
something for God and have forgotten that the first thing God 
wants is that we should be something for Him. In this time of 
delay God had lessons to teach His people which were going 
to decide all the future course of warfare in the land. 
Alan Redpath (Victorious Christian Living)



As soon as all the kings of the Amorites who were beyond 
the Jordan to the west, and all the kings of the Canaanites 
who were by the sea, heard that the LORD had dried up the 
waters of the Jordan for the people of Israel until they had 
crossed over, their hearts melted and there was no longer 
any spirit in them because of the people of Israel.

Joshua 5:1



Israel was not yet fully prepared to enter into 
battle on the soil of Canaan. The unfinished 
business was spiritual in character. 
Irving Jensen (Joshua 5: Spiritual Preparation)



For we are the circumcision, who worship by the 
Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no 
confidence in the flesh. 

-  We do not put confidence in human qualifications

Philippians 3:3



3. Why have we fasted yet You do not see? Why have 
we afflicted our souls, yet You take no notice?”

Isaiah 58:3 & 6

6. Is not this the fast I choose: to release the bonds of 
wickedness, to untie the cords of the yoke, to let 
the oppressed go free, and to tear off every yoke?



22. And Samuel said, “Has the LORD as great delight 
in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying 
the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams. 

23. For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and 
presumption is as iniquity and idolatry.

1 Samuel 15:22-23



Partial obedience is disobedience!  
Delayed obedience is disobedience! 

God will not do anything new until your obedience is up to date. 
(Stephen Olford) 

Teachability and trust always leads to total obedience.  
(Ed Townsend) 

God calls us to unreserved consecration and unquestioning 
obedience. This is not a hardship, but the highest privilege. 
(Hudson Taylor)



13. When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and 
behold, a man was standing before him with his drawn sword in his 
hand. And Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us, or for 
our adversaries?” 

14. And he said, “No; but I am the commander of the army of the LORD. 
Now I have come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and 
worshiped and said to him, “What does my lord say to his servant?” 

15. And the commander of the LORD’S army said to Joshua, “Take off 
your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is 
holy.” And Joshua did so.

Joshua 5:13-15



There exists a counterfeit holy spirit. One example is the “holy spirit” 
propounded by the adherents of the New Age movement.  
The (true) Holy Spirit has the distinct attribute of holiness indicated 
by His name. He is Holy. In Hebrew, “Holy Spirit” is translated “the 
spirit of Holiness.”  
Nothing unholy proceeds from the Holy Spirit.  

Derek Prince (Protection From Deception)



Scripture (e.g. Psalm 29:2 & Psalm 96:9) speak of the 
beauty of holiness.  
Anything ugly, in a spiritual sense, does not proceed from 
the Holy Spirit.  
These words never apply to the Holy Spirit:  
degraded, degrading, flippant, indecent, insensitive, rude, 
self-assertive, self-exalting, sham, silly, stupid, vulgar. 

Derek Prince (Protection From Deception)



A highway will be there, a way, called the 
Way of Holiness. The unclean will not 
pass over it, but it will be for those whom 
He guides — fools will not stray along it.

Isaiah 35:8



Thus says the LORD: “Stand by the roads, 
and look, and ask for the ancient paths, 
where the good way is; and walk in it.

Jeremiah 6:16


