
What On Earth 
Is God Doing? (16)



13. You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall 
its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except 
to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. 

14. You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
15. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, 

and it gives light to all in the house. 
16. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 

may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.

Matthew 5:13–16



Now, not … one day (or ....... already, not …  yet to occur)
You ARE salt, you ARE light



for at one time you were darkness, but now you are 
light in the Lord.  Walk as children of light

Ephesians 5:8

For you are all children of light, children of the day. 
We are not of the night or of the darkness.

1 Thessalonians 5:5



I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer  
I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life 
I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

Galatians 2:20



Now, not … one day (or ....... already, not …  yet to occur) 
Consecrated, not compromised (or ....... set apart … not similar)

You ARE salt, you ARE light



Therefore "Come out from among them and be separate," says 
the Lord. "Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you."

2 Corinthians 6:17 

The church's mightiest influence is felt when she is different from the 
world in which she lives. Her power lies in her being different, rises with 
the degree in which she differs and sinks as the difference diminishes. 

This is so fully and clearly taught in the Scriptures and so well illustrated 
in Church history that it is hard to see how we can miss it. But miss it we 
do, for we hear constantly that the Church must try to be as much like the 
world as possible. (A.W. Tozer)





He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son.

Colossians 1:13

Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what 
partnership has righteousness with lawlessness?  
Or what fellowship has light with darkness?

2 Corinthians 6:14

for at one time you were darkness, but now you are 
light in the Lord. Walk as children of light.

Ephesians 5:8



Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life.”

John 8:12

If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; 
but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates you.

John 15:19

My kingdom is not of this world.
John 18:36



But now that you have come to know God, or rather to 
be known by God, how can you turn back again to the 
weak and worthless elementary principles of the 
world, whose slaves you want to be once more?

Galatians 4:9

Now we have NOT received the spirit of the world, but 
we HAVE received the Spirit who is from God, SO THAT 
we might understand the things freely given us by God.

1 Corinthians 2:12



You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with 
the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to 
be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

James 4:4

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world?

1 Corinthians 1:20



Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what 
is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

Romans 12:2

But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by which the world HAS BEEN crucified to me, 
and I (HAVE BEEN crucified) to the world.

Galatians 6:14



Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father 
is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, 
and to keep oneself unstained from the world.

James 1:27



… what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, 
and this defiles a person.

Matthew 15:16

From the same mouth come blessing and cursing.  
My brothers, these things ought not to be so.

James 3:10



... put away obscene talk from your mouth. 

... set aside foul language out of your mouth.

Colossians 3:8

Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt.
Colossians 4:6

Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only 
such a word as is good for edification according to the need of 
the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.

Ephesians 4:29 



The church must seek to be biblical rather than relevant. We are not 
going to leave a mark upon our culture because we have studied its 
ways and adapted ourselves to it. We are relevant when we reject 
the world outright and are its polar opposite! This present darkness 
provides a great opportunity for the church to be the salt of the 
earth, but if we mix with the very impurities we are supposed to 
expose… we are as useless as our culture already believes us to be. 
Paul Washer



Now, not … one day (or ....... already, not …  yet to occur) 
Consecrated, not compromised (or ....... set apart … not similar) 
Called & commissioned (or ....... there is no “Plan B”)

You ARE salt, you ARE light



Our Christian habit is to bewail the world’s deteriorating 
standards with an air of rather self-righteous dismay. We criticize 
its violence, dishonesty, immorality, disregard for human life, 
and materialistic greed. ‘The world is going down the drain,’ we 
say with a shrug. But whose fault is it? Who is to blame? 
John Stott: Issues facing Christians Today (1984)



Let me put it like this. If the house is dark when nightfall comes, there is 
no sense in blaming the house; that is what happens when the sun 
goes down. The question to ask is, ’Where is the light?’ Similarly, if the 
meat goes bad and becomes inedible, there is no sense in blaming the 
meat; this is what happens when bacteria are left alone to breed. The 
question to ask is, ’Where is the salt?’Just so, if society deteriorates and 
its standards decline until it becomes like a dark night or a stinking fish, 
there is no sense in blaming society; that is what happens when fallen 
men and women are left to themselves, and human selfishness is 
unchecked. The question to ask is, ‘Where is the Church? Why are the 
salt and light of Jesus Christ not permeating and changing our society?”



Now, not … one day (or ....... already, not …  yet to occur) 
Consecrated, not compromised (or ....... set apart … not similar) 
Called & commissioned (or ....... there is no “Plan B”)

You ARE salt, you ARE light



The Church was not left in this world to perfume the 
dung-heap of fallen humanity, but to take out, one by one, 
those who will be saved from the coming destruction. 
Donald Grey Barnhouse


