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Because I love the Church, I want to see it restored to a  
New Testament pattern of spiritual life. I believe that this 
restoration includes not only the new wine of Holy Spirit-filled 
lives, but also the need for new wineskins to contain it . 
Wineskins of leadership office, leadership ministry and 
leadership style, according to the New Testament. 
David Devenish: Fathering Leaders, Motivating Vision



11. And Jesus gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
shepherds and the teachers, 

12. to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the 
body of Christ, 

13. UNTIL we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature 
of the fullness of Christ, 

14. so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the 
waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human 
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.

Ephesians 4:11–16



15. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way 
into Him who is the head, into Christ, 

16. from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every 
joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working 
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.



And God has appointed in the church first apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, 
then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and 
various kinds of tongues.

1 Corinthians 12:28



To equip the saints so that the saints do the work of ministry 

To build up the saints so that the saints build up the Body of Christ 

To bring the saints to maturity in Christ so that they are no longer 
children needing the milk of the Word 

To bring stability in the life of God’s children so that they are no longer 
tossed to and fro by the waves and by every  wind of doctrine 

To see the Body of Christ functioning as Jesus intends, with each part 
working properly in it’s place

The Five-fold call of the Five-fold Ministries



God equips the called 
He doesn’t call the equipped 

God doesn't call the qualified 
He qualifies the called



For because of Him the whole body (the church, in all its 
various parts), closely joined and firmly knit together by the 
joints and ligaments with which it is supplied, when each part 
[with power adapted to its need] is working properly [in all its 
functions], grows to full maturity, building itself up in love. 

Ephesians 4:16 (Amplified Bible)



The five-fold ministry gift of teacher is the teaching anointing of Jesus, 
that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ, that enables 
them to “break open” the Bread of Life in ways that equip the saints and 
that inspires others to grow in their knowledge of God, His Word and His 
ways. They have been given the enabling grace (supernatural anointing) 
by the Holy Spirit, to teach the principles of God in ways that facilitate 
spiritual life and growth in the hearers, in ways that bring spiritual 
understanding  and that can be applied to Christian life and ministry. 

The Five-fold Ministry of the Teacher



6. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 
7. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of 

them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, 
and when you lie down, and when you rise.

Deuteronomy 6:6-7

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring 
them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

Ephesians 6:4 



1. Not many of you should become teachers, my 
brothers, for you know that we who teach will be 
judged with greater strictness. 

2. For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone 
does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect 
man, able also to bridle his whole body. 

James 3:1–2



They have a passion for the Word of God.
Characteristics of a Five-Fold Teacher



16. All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness,  

17. SO THAT the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work.

2 Timothy 3:16-17



Study and be eager and do your utmost to present 
yourself to God approved (tested by trial), a workman 
who has no cause to be ashamed, correctly analyzing 
and accurately dividing [rightly handling and skillfully 
teaching] the Word of Truth

2 Timothy 2:15 (Amplified Bible)



Father, Lord of heaven and earth, I thank You because 
You concealed these things from the sophisticated 
and educated, yet revealed them to ordinary people. 
Yes, Father, I thank You that it pleased You to do this.

Luke 10:22 (Complete Jewish Bible)



They have a passion for the Word of God. 

They have a passion for Truth.

Characteristics of a Five-Fold Teacher



They have a passion for the Word of God. 

They have a passion for Truth. 

They have a sincere heart for the people of God.

Characteristics of a Five-Fold Teacher



My little children, for whom I am again in the anguish 
of childbirth until Christ is formed in you!

Galatians 4:19

For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you 
to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ.

2 Corinthians 11:2

For I never shrank or kept back or fell short from declaring 
to you the whole purpose and plan and counsel of God. 

Acts 20:27



Knowledge is the possession of facts and truth 

Understanding is the interpretation of facts and truth 

Wisdom is the application of truth and of that which 
comes with understanding



Discernment is not knowing the difference 
between right and wrong. It is knowing the 
difference between right and almost right.  
Charles Haddon Spurgeon  
False teachers often are almost right! 



They have a passion for the Word of God. 

They have a passion for Truth. 

They have a sincere heart for the people of God 

They are teachable, as the Spirit directs, on the basis of God’s Word.

Characteristics of a Five-Fold Teacher



They have a passion for the Word of God. 

They have a passion for Truth. 

They have a sincere heart for the people of God 

They are teachable, as the Spirit directs, on the basis of God’s Word. 

They are called of God and are then recognised by the Church.

Characteristics of a Five-Fold Teacher



The Calling of a Five-fold Teacher 
As with all of the five-fold ministries of Ephesians 4:11, a five-fold 
teacher is firstly called of God. There comes a growing awareness 
of the call to teach God’s Word in a committed, consistent way. 
There is also an understanding of an increasing enabling to do so 
in a way that “equips the saints for the work of the ministry to the 
building up of the Body of Christ” and in a manner which carries an 
evident authority. That gifting is recognised in the local Church and 
can be publicly affirmed and confirmed by the team of Elders.


