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26. For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 

27. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 

28. God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, 
to bring to nothing things that are, 

29. so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 
30. And because of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom 

from God,  righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 
31. so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

1 Corinthians 1:26-31



1. And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to 
you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 

2. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified. 

3. And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 
4. and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of 

wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 
5. SO THAT your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the 

power of God.

1 Corinthians 2:1-16



6. Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom 
of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 

7. But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed 
before the ages for our glory. 

8. None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

9. But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart 
of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love Him”— 

10. these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit 
searches everything, even the depths of God.



11. For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, 
which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God 
except the Spirit of God. 

12. Now we HAVE NOT received the spirit of the world, but WE HAVE 
received the Spirit who is from God, SO THAT we might understand the 
things freely given us by God. 

13. And we impart this in words NOT taught by human wisdom but taught 
by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.



14. The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God,  
for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them 
because they are spiritually discerned. 

15. The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by 
no one. 

16. “For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct Him?” 
But we have the mind of Christ.



1. But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual 
people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 

2.  I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not 
ready for it. 

1 Corinthians 3:1-2



I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
You have hidden these things from the wise and 
understanding and revealed them to little children; 
yes, Father, for such was Your gracious will.

Luke 10:22 (ESV Bible)

Father, Lord of heaven and earth, I thank You because 
You concealed these things from the sophisticated 
and educated, yet revealed them to ordinary people. 
Yes, Father, I thank You that it pleased You to do this.

Luke 10:22 (Complete Jewish Bible)



Acts 1:4-5
4.  And while staying with them He ordered them not to 

depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of 
the Father, which, He said, “you heard from Me; 

5. for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
in the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

John 16:13
When the Spirit of Truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth, 
for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears 
He will speak, and He will declare to you the things that are to come.



Greek thinking in early New Testament times, had been 
formulated from studying the mythological texts of Greek 
mythology. The result was that understanding was seen as being 
75% creative imagination & only 25% truth. Greek culture was 
based on understanding through metaphors & stories which 
were highly interpretative, with any number of meanings. That 
thinking was also applied with regards to the Scriptures, which 
left a lot of room for interpretation from any particular bias.

Greco-Roman Viewpoint



Reality exists in the realm of ideas & opinions & truth 
is obtained through the intellectual exercise of 
philosophy. God is not seen as the Source of truth.  
Mystical & spiritual experiences are elevated above 
truth because, although truth is self-existent, it is 
relative & interpretable.

Greco-Roman Viewpoint



Greek thought processes information as a body of coherent 
facts bound together in a logical (lineal) sequence. If something 
doesn’t fit that lineal sequence, the whole line of thinking is 
discounted or the “non-fitting” fact is ignored & left out.  
Truth therefore becomes only what can be understood within  
a rational framework or what we choose to believe.

Greco-Roman Viewpoint



Truth exists because of God & His Word. Hebrew thought 
assembles facts in “blocks” of thought which don’t have to fit 
neatly together in human logic. Reality perceived from God’s 
point of view (and revealed in the Scriptures) might appear as 
contradictory to that same reality viewed from mankind’s 
limited perspective. To the Hebrew mind, that’s OK, because 
recognizing & affirming the infinite wisdom & knowledge of God 
presupposes & affirms the finite knowledge of man.

Hebraic / Biblical Viewpoint



Isaiah 55:8-9
8.  For My thoughts are not your thoughts,neither 

are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. 
9. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

so are My ways higher than your ways and My 
thoughts than your thoughts.



Scripture is 100% true, exactly as written & God is the Source.  
The goal is to recognise & understand that truth, wherever that may lead.  
Hebrew Hermeneutics (method of interpretation) required a strict moral 
standard that meant that nothing could be added to or taken away.  
The Bible is a meticulously detailed, historically accurate, compilation of 
prophetically inspired Hebrew writings. 
Truth is founded in God & in His Word & truth is to be interpreted in the 
light of God’s Word.

Hebraic / Biblical Viewpoint



Truth is not inferior in any way & experiences are NOT above truth. 
It’s not the thought or the intention that counts but obedience to God  
& to His Word that counts. 
The Hebrew-Biblical mindset is concerned with PRACTICE, with doing, 
whilst the Greco-Roman mindset is concerned with KNOWLEDGE. 
Right conduct is the ultimate concern in the Hebrew-Biblical mindset 
whilst right thinking is the ultimate concern of the Greco-Roman mindset.

Hebraic / Biblical Viewpoint



Interpretation exists at only two levels - allegorical or 
literal & never both at the same time. Therefore, something 
is to be understood firstly from an allegorical perspective 
& if that doesn’t work, then it is secondly, to be interpreted 
literally. Comments like: that passage should be taken 
spiritually & not literally reflects that approach.

Greco-Roman Viewpoint



When the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense, 
seek no other sense. 
Therefore, take every word at its primary, ordinary, usual, 
literal meaning unless the facts of the immediate context, 
studied in the light of related passages and clearly defined 
and fundamental truths, indicate clearly otherwise. 

When the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense, 
seek no other sense, lest it result in nonsense!

The Golden Rule of Interpretation



The Law of the Context states: a text apart from it's context is a 
pretext. This means that a verse can only mean what it means 
within it's context & must not be taken out of it's context. 
When it is taken out of it's context, it is often presented as 
meaning something that it cannot mean within the context 
that it is written in. The common saying: "you can prove 
anything by the Bible" is only true when this law is violated.

The Law of the Context



Acts 4:13 (Amplified Bible)
Now when they saw the boldness and unfettered 
eloquence of Peter and John and perceived that they 
were unlearned and untrained in the schools [common 
men with no educational advantages], they marveled; 
and they recognized that they had been with Jesus. 


