
Will Build

HIS CHURCH
Jesus



And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock  
I will build My church, and the gates of hell  
shall not prevail against it. 

I will build My church, and the gates of Hades  
shall not overpower it [or be strong to its  
detriment or hold out against it].

Matthew 16:18



Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said 
to me,“Come, I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who 
is seated on many waters, 
with whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality, 
and with the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth 
have become drunk.” 
And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a 
woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, 
and it had seven heads and ten horns.

Revelation 17:1–18 
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2. 
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The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold 
and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a golden cup full of 
abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality. 
And on her forehead was written a name of mystery: “Babylon the 
great, mother of prostitutes and of earth’s abominations.” 
And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of 
the martyrs of Jesus. When I saw her, I marveled greatly. 
But the angel said to me, “Why do you marvel? I will tell you the 
mystery of the woman, and of the beast with seven heads and ten 
horns that carries her.
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The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from 
the bottomless pit and go to destruction. And the dwellers on 
earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from 
the foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because 
it was and is not and is to come. 
This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven 
mountains on which the woman is seated; 
they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the 
other has not yet come, and when he does come he must remain 
only a little while.
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As for the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to 
the seven, and it goes to destruction. 
And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet 
received royal power, but they are to receive authority as kings for 
one hour, together with the beast. 
These are of one mind, and they hand over their power and authority 
to the beast. 
They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, 
for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are 
called and chosen and faithful.”
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And the angel said to me, “The waters that you saw, where the prostitute 
is seated, are peoples and multitudes and nations and languages. 
And the ten horns that you saw, they and the beast will hate the 
prostitute. They will make her desolate and naked, and devour her flesh 
and burn her up with fire, 
for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of 
one mind and handing over their royal power to the beast, until the 
words of God are fulfilled. 
And the woman that you saw is the great city that has dominion over the 
kings of the earth.”
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The great prostitute described in these verses is a portrayal of 
Apostate Christendom in the end time. When the Rapture [the 
catching away of the Church] occurred, all true believers were caught 
up to be with the Lord, but left behind were many thousands of those 
who made some profession of faith in Christ and claimed to be 
Christians, who were not born again. These constituted the apostate 
Church which will dominate the scene politically and religiously up 
to the midpoint of that last seven years before the Second Coming. 
Dr. John Walvoord



Every Scripture is God-breathed (given by His inspiration) 
and profitable for instruction, for reproof and conviction of 
sin, for correction of error and discipline in obedience, 
[and] for training in righteousness (in holy living, in 
conformity to God’s will in thought, purpose, and action),  
So that the man of God may be complete and proficient, 
well fitted and thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (Amplified Bible)
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Bride of Christ 
True Bride 
Remnant 

Bride of Antichrist 
False (Harlot) Bride 
One World Church 

Only two Churches in the last days



Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of My 
Father who is in heaven. 
On that day MANY will say to Me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in Your name, and cast out demons in Your 
name, and do many mighty works in Your name?’ 
And then will I declare to them (the MANY), ‘I never knew 
you; depart from Me, you workers of lawlessness.’

Matthew 7:21–23
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Bride of Christ 
True Bride 
Remnant 
I will build My Church

Bride of Antichrist 
False (Harlot) Bride 
One World Church 
Built according to the  
wisdom & ways of man

Only two Churches in the last days

We will either be part of the TRUE CHURCH 
or we will be part of the FALSE CHURCH



And He gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 
to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 
for building up the body of Christ, 
UNTIL ……..

Ephesians 4:11–13
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So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members 
of the household of God, 
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus Himself being the  cornerstone, 
in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 
In Him you also are being built together into a 
dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

Ephesians 2:19-22
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Now you are the body of Christ and individually 
members of it. 
And God has appointed in the church first 
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 
miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, 
administrating, and various kinds of tongues.

1 Corinthians 12:27-28
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But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded 
the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, 
supposing that he was dead. 
But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered 
the city, and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe. 
When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many 
disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch,

Acts 14:19–23
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strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to 
continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations 
we must enter the kingdom of God. 
And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, 
with prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in 
whom they had believed.
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Biblically, the focal point of leadership in the local Church is the Elder.  
An Elder is one of a plurality of biblically qualified men who jointly 
shepherd and oversee a local body of believers.  
The word translated “Elder” is used nearly twenty times in the Book of Acts 
and in the Epistles in reference to this unique group of leaders who have 
responsibility for overseeing the people of God in the local Church. 
Elders will be called to give an account for watching over the flock. 
(Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over 
your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this 
with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 
Hebrews 13:17)



As numerous passages in the New Testament indicate, the words 
“Elder” (presbuteros), “Overseer” (episkopos), and “Shepherd/Pastor” 
(poimen) all refer to the same ministry function. Therefore, Overseers 
and Shepherds/Pastors are not distinct from Elders; the terms are 
simply different ways of identifying the same people and the same 
ministry functions.  
The qualifications for an Overseer (episkopos) in 1 Timothy 3:1-7, and 
those for an Elder (presbuteros) in Titus 1:6-9 are unmistakably 
parallel. In fact, in Titus 1, Paul uses both terms to refer to the same 
man – presbuteros in verse 5 and episkopos in verse 7. 



All three terms are used interchangeably in Acts 20. In verse 17, Paul 
assembles all the Elders (presbuteros) of the church of Ephesus. In 
verse 28, he says, “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, 
among which the Holy Spirit has made you Overseers [episkopos], to 
shepherd [poimaino] the church of God.”  
Peter brings all three terms together as well in 1 Peter 5:1-2. He writes, 
“Therefore, I exhort the Elders [presbuteros] among you, as your fellow 
Elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the 
glory that is to be revealed, shepherd [poimaino] the flock of God 
among you, exercising oversight [episkopeo] not under compulsion, 
but voluntarily, according to the will of God.” 



A Plurality of Elders  
The consistent pattern throughout the New Testament is that 
each local body of believers is shepherded by a plurality of 
God-ordained Elders. Simply stated, together with Apostolic 
Teams, this is the only pattern for church leadership given in 
the New Testament. Nowhere in Scripture do we find a local 
assembly ruled by majority opinion or by a single Pastor.



Paul left Titus in Crete and instructed him to “appoint Elders in every city”. 
(Titus 1:5).  
James instructed his readers to “call for the Elders of the church” to pray 
for those who are sick (James 5:14).  
When Paul and Barnabas were in Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, 
they “appointed Elders for them in every church” (Acts 14:23).  
In Paul’s first epistle to Timothy, the apostle referred to “the Elders who 
rule well” at the church at Ephesus (1 Timothy 5:17); see also Acts 20:17, 
where Paul addresses “the Elders of the church” at Ephesus.  
The book of Acts indicates that there were “Elders” in the church in 
Jerusalem (Acts 11:30; 15:2, 4; 21:18).



So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker 
in the glory that is going to be revealed:  
shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight, not under  compulsion, but willingly, as God 
would have you; not for shameful gain, but  eagerly;  
not domineering over those in your charge, but being 
examples to the flock.     
And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive 
the unfading crown of glory.

1 Peter 5:1-4
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Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are 
keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have 
to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not 
with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.

Hebrews 13:17

Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers,  
to shepherd the church of God which He purchased 
with His own blood.

Acts 20:17



... woe to the shepherds
Jeremiah 23:1-4

... I am against the shepherds
Ezekiel 34:2-10

Eldership as it is detailed in Scripture is clearly a spiritual role 
that primarily is concerned with spiritual leadership.  
It is a role that is people focussed, rather than task focussed. 
Elders are shepherds, first and foremost, not business managers.



The God of heaven will enable us to succeed.  
Therefore we His servants will set about rebuilding.

Nehemiah 2:20


