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Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He 
asked His disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 
And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Matthew 16:13-19
13. 

14. 

15. 
16.



And Jesus answered Him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah!  
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father 
who is in heaven. 
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My 
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

17. 

18. 

19. 



If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, 
between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have 
gained your brother. 
But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with 
you, that every charge may be established by the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. 
If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if 
he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you 
as a Gentile and a tax collector.

Matthew 18:15-20
15. 

16. 

17.



Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven. 
Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about 
anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in 
heaven. 
For where two or three are gathered in my name, there 
am I among them.”

18. 

19. 

20



JUDICIAL sense: forbid something (binding) 
or permit something (loosing) 
LEGISLATIVE sense: to punish  (binding), 
release from punishment (loosing)

Binding & Loosing



The Church does not have the right to bind and to loose in the area of 
judicial punishment as far as life and death are concerned, nor in the 
area of legislation where they have no right to pass new laws which are 
not found in Scripture. The one area in which the Church has the right to 
bind and to loose is in the area of church discipline (Matthew 18:16-20,  
1 Corinthians 5:5 ). In this area, to bind would mean “to excommunicate” 
and to loose would mean “not to excommunicate.” 
Binding and loosing, in context, has nothing to do with the binding or 
loosing of Satan, or of demonic beings.

Binding & Loosing

Dr Arnold Fruchtenbaum (The Confession of Peter)



Peter was being given the keys for the opening of the 
entrance TO the Church for three groups of people: 

the Jews: this was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost 
to the Samaritans: this was fulfilled in Acts 
chapter 8 when Peter baptised the Samaritans 
to the Gentiles: this was fulfilled in Acts chapter 9 
when Peter went to the house of Cornelius

The Keys of the Kingdom



The Universal Church is made up of all true Christians 
worldwide, no matter what denomination, and excludes 
every non-believer, even if they go to a Bible-teaching church. 
It has one Head (Jesus), it is lead by one Spirit (the Holy 
Spirit), it has one body and it is head-quartered in heaven. 

The Local Church is the local expression of the Universal Church 
but the Local Church is specifically defined in Scripture by 
STRUCTURE, PURPOSE and ORGANISATION.



If we are going to build the real Church, we will have 
to work very hard to get down to the biblical bedrock. 
We must remove layers of assumptions, traditions, 
and erroneous teaching to lay a pure foundation. 
Derek Prince: Rediscovering God’s Church



Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 
And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, 
helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 
Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all 
work miracles? 
Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues?  
Do all interpret? 
But earnestly desire the higher gifts.

1 Corinthians 12:27-31
27. 
28. 

29. 

30. 

31.



So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members 
of the household of God, 
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus Himself being the  cornerstone, 
in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 
In Him you also are being built together into a 
dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

Ephesians 2:19-22
19. 

20. 

21. 

22.



But as it is, God has placed and arranged the limbs and 
organs in the body, each [particular one] of them, just 
as He wished and saw fit and with the best adaptation.  
But if [the whole] were all a single organ, where would 
the body be?  
And now there are [certainly] many limbs and organs, 
but a single body. 

1 Corinthians 12:18-20 (Amplified Bible)
18. 

19. 

20.



For as in one body we have many members, and 
the members do not all have the same function, 
so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another. 
Having gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us, let us use them:

Romans 12:4-6
4. 

5. 

6.



For because of Him the whole body (the church, in 
all its various parts), closely joined and firmly knit 
together by the joints and ligaments with which it 
is supplied, when each part [with power adapted to 
its need] is working properly [in all its functions], 
grows to full maturity, building itself up in love. 

Ephesians 4:16 (Amplified Bible)



One of the major truths that God’s people need to lay hold of is that 
Christ, the Head of the Church, wants to equip them for the work of 
ministry and that He has set specific ministries IN THE CHURCH for 
that very reason. 
Ministry should occur through every believer’s life. Our homes should 
be centres for ministry and our workplaces should be seen as 
opportunities to be involved in the ministry of the kingdom of God. 
Christ gives spiritual gifts to believers to minister both inside and 
outside of the Church.



unbiblical structures that ignore most of the five-fold ministries 
 unbiblical structures that have set the ministry in the hands of 
one man or a few leaders 
 leaders who have a wrong understanding of their role and want 
to be a “one man band”  
unbiblical structures that have made the gift of administration 
the dominant gifting



lazy congregations and lazy believers who don’t want 
responsibility, who don’t want accountable involvement, who 
just want to turn up as a member of a club whenever it suits, 
rather than being a committed, submitted, effective,      
functioning part of the Body.  
Generally, most of the Church are happy to leave it to the few 
and to encourage the few in their ministry, rather than being 
equipped for what they themselves have been called to. 
 those who want NO structure, NO leadership – just two or more 
gathering in His name



Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 
And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, 
helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues.

1 Corinthians 12:27-28
27. 
28.

And He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 
the shepherds and teachers, 
to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building 
up the body of Christ, 
UNTIL ……..

Ephesians 4:10–13
11. 

12. 

13.



So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members 
of the household of God, 
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus Himself being the  cornerstone, 
in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 
In Him you also are being built together into a 
dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

Ephesians 2:19-22
19. 

20. 

21. 

22.



Where are the foundations of a structure? 
How important is it that the foundations are built correctly? 
 Where are the ministries of apostles & prophets relevant to the 
rest of the structure? 
What kind of heart are apostles & prophets to minister out of? 
To use a popular term in the Church, whose DNA are we to take on? 
Who stands between the people of God and God Himself?





• titles 

• top down hierarchical positions 

• to exercise authority and power 

• leadership by governmental, authoritarian rule 

• purpose is “my destiny, my reward”

The Way of the World



GOD’S ORDER IN THE CHURCH
God’s people prepared for works of service (Ephesians 4:12) 

• going into all the world, making disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18–20) 
• preaching, demonstrating the kingdom of God (Matthew 24:14) 

• doing the works that Jesus did & greater works (John 14:12) 
• the Church: the full expression of of Jesus in the earth (Ephesians 1:23) 

Deacons & Ministries of Helps, Administration... 
Romans 12:6–8, Acts 6:1–6, 1 Corinthians 12:28, 1 Peter 4:9–11 
Shepherds (Elders), Evangelists: Ephesians 4:11, Acts 14:23 

Apostles, Prophets, Teachers: 1 Corinthians 12:28  
Jesus, the Chief Cornerstone: Ephesians 2:20 



• men and women graced and gifted by the Holy Spirit 
• gifted to the Church to fulfill a ministry function 
• a foundations-up sequence of ministry graces, not 

hierarchical positions 
• leadership by servanthood and by relationship 
• purpose is to equip others to fulfill their destiny 
• government is by the Holy Spirit

The Way of the Kingdom of God



The New Testament local Church is a body of born again and baptised 
believers who have been called out from the world by God to live as 
His people under the authority of Jesus Christ, the chief cornerstone. 

They are built together by the Holy Spirit as living stones to be the 
dwelling place of God by His Spirit. 
 The Church is built on the foundational ministries of apostles and 
prophets and believers are equipped and matured by the five-fold 
ministry functions of apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds 
and teachers whom Christ has set in the Church. 



The leadership of the local Church is in the hands of elders and deacons who 
function in servant leadership on the basis of team ministry and relationship 
one to another and in relationship to the believers in that local Church. 
 The believers of a local Church assemble regularly together to worship God, 
to be taught and encouraged from the Word of God, to exercise spiritual gifts, 
to build up one another in the Lord, to conduct the ordinances of baptism and 
the Lord's Supper and for fellowship.  
They are called and commissioned to go into all the world and to make  
disciples out of all nations, baptising those who are saved and teaching 
them the things of God. This also involves planting new Churches for the 
purpose of discipleship, teaching and equipping those saved.



I would like to suggest that there are two basic forms of leadership 
in the Church. The first is mobile apostolic teams, The second is  
local presbyteries, or groups of elders, acting in plurality. 
It is interesting that the New Testament gives more attention to the 
work of apostolic teams than to that of presbyteries. It is in the 
restoration of these two units of leadership – one mobile and one 
residential – that the Church will find both real power and real order. 
Derek Prince: Rediscovering God’s Church


