


Will Build

HIS CHURCH
Jesus



a called out community or an assembly of people  
set aside or called out  for a particular purpose 
under a specific governing authority 
called to outwork a specific task, often within a particular sphere 
of influence

ἐκκλησίαν ekklesia= ek: out from or out to 
kaleo: to call, called= 

A called out company of people, called out for a special purpose. 
Translated “Church” or “assembly” in the New Testament . 
(see Acts 7:38,  Acts 19:39)



Everything that God has set in place and that chooses 
to function in His order  and according to His structure, 
functions best and receives the greatest benefits 
when it functions as God has designed and purposed.



Our most pressing obligation is to do all in 
our power to obtain a revival that will result 
in a reformed, revitalized, purified church. 
A.W. Tozer



There is need of a clear understanding of the 
New Testament conception of the church. 
Various unscriptural views are being held by 
teachers and churches, and much mischief has 
been done by a confusion of things that differ. 
Henry C. Thiessen: Lectures in Systematic Theology



And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 
being done through the apostles. 
And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 
And they were selling their possessions and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in 
their homes,they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added 
to their number day by day those who were being saved.

Acts 2:42-47
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Ministry functions NOT titles or positions



If the whole body were an eye, where would be the 
sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, 
where would be the sense of smell? 
But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, 
each one of them, as He chose. 
If all were a single member, where would the body be? 
As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.

1 Corinthians 12:17–20
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For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward 
of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given 
to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre;

Titus 1:7 (KJV)

For an overseer, as God’s steward, must be above 
reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered 
or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain,

Titus 1:7 (ESV)



Paul never introduced himself by a title! He never 
wrote as “Apostle Paul,” but rather, he introduced 
himself as “Paul, an apostle.” In doing so, he describes 
his ministry function, gifting and calling rather than 
ascribing an “ecclesiastical” title to himself.



Ministry functions NOT titles or positions 
The first Church met corporately and in homes



Not forsaking or neglecting to assemble together [as believers], 
as is the habit of some people, but admonishing (warning, 
urging, and encouraging) one another, and all the more 
faithfully as you see the day approaching. 

Hebrews 10:25 (Amplified Bible)



Ministry functions NOT titles or positions 
The first Church met corporately and in homes 
The local Church is defined in Scripture by biblical 
structure, biblical purpose and biblical organisation



Some simply define the Church as being “where two or 
more are gathered together.” All Matthew 18:20 teaches 
is that where two or three are gathered together, the 
Messiah is in the midst of them. But this is not the 
definition of a local Church. A local Church is much more 
than merely where two or three are gathered together. 
Arnold Fruchtenbaum: The Local Church (Messianic Studies)



The Bible encourages informal fellowship, but even a fellowship that 
meets regularly for mutual ministry is not a full-fledged local 
congregation by biblical standards. Local congregations have 
organization, authority, responsibilities, and safeguards in place that 
informal fellowships do not. It is important to distinguish between the 
local congregation and other groups of believers in order to rightly divide 
those portions of the Word of Truth that have to do with these matters. 
Norman Manzon: The Local Church - A Messianic Bible Study



Who is Jesus speaking about  (verse 11)? 
 What specifically are they to do (verse 12)? 
 What is the purpose that Paul details (verse 12)? 
 How long is this task to continue for, or what 
outcome determines how long UNTIL is to 
continue for (verse 13)?

Four questions!



And He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 
the shepherds and teachers, 
to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ, 
until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,

Ephesians 4:10–15
11. 
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so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by 
the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by 
human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 
Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in 
every way into Him who is the head, into Christ, 
from whom the whole body, joined and held together by 
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is 
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds 
itself up in love.
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Ministry functions NOT titles or positions 
The first Church met corporately and in homes 
The local Church is defined in Scripture by biblical 
structure, biblical purpose and biblical organisation 
Five-fold ministries set in the Church and functioning 
as Jesus has purposed



The five-fold ministry was expressed in 
its fullness in Jesus who is our: 

Great Apostle (Hebrews 3:1) 
Great Prophet (Acts 3:22) 
Great Evangelist (Luke 4:18, John 4) 
Great Shepherd (John 10:11) 
Great Teacher (John 3:2)

Christ our example



So that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her 
by the washing of water with the Word,  
So that He might present the church to Himself in 
glorious splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any 
such things [that she might be holy and faultless]. 

Ephesians 5:26-27 (Amplified Bible)
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ψευδοπροφῆται = pseudoprophetes

counterfeit, false, fake prophet 
posing as that which is true 
but in fact is a lying imitation

And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray.
Matthew 24:11



If we are going to build the real Church, we will have 
to work very hard to get down to the biblical bedrock. 
We must remove layers of assumptions, traditions, 
and erroneous teaching to lay a pure foundation. 
Derek Prince: Rediscovering God’s Church


