
God’s Troops 
Trained By Tests & Trials



Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial 
when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. 
But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s 
sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad 
when His glory is revealed

12. 

13.

1 Peter 4:12-13



But take notice, the hour is coming, and it has arrived,  
when you will all be dispersed and scattered, every  
man to his own home, leaving Me alone. Yet I am not  
alone, because the Father is with Me. 
I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have 
[perfect] peace and confidence. In the world you have 
tribulation and trials and distress and frustration; but be  
of good cheer [take courage; be confident, certain, 
undaunted]! For I have overcome the world. [I have deprived 
it of power to harm you and have conquered it for you.]

32. 

33.

John 16:32-33 (Amplified Bible)



followers  
disciples 
 the sheep of His pasture 
the body of Christ 
His children 
His family  
brothers & sisters in Christ  

light  
salt  
labourers 
and many more things 
 we are His conquerors  
(Romans 8:37: 
more than conquerors)

We are …

We are also …
His army! Soldiers for Christ. Troops for Jesus!



the lowly and the humble 
the young, the old, the stammerers 
those completely lacking self-confidence  
even the despised 
the completely unsuitable!! 

God’s ongoing training methods are:  
TESTS, TRIALS and TRIBULATIONS

God recruited …



And we know that for those who love God all 
things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to His purpose. 
(Romans 8:28)

1. Tests and trials are what God 
uses to train His troops



Many examples from Old and New Testaments 

But when Jesus heard it He said, “This illness 
does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so 
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
(John 11:4)

2. Tests and trials clearly show 
forth God’s power



For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us  
an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as  
we look not to the things that are seen but to the things 
that are unseen. For the things that are seen are 
transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 
(2 Corinthians 4:17-18)

3. All tests and trials grow our faith 
and trust



Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing 
that suffering produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, 
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 
has been given to us. 
(Romans 5:3-5)

3. All tests and trials grow our faith 
and trust



Genesis 4:7 
James 1: 2-4 
Psalm 51:10 
2 Corinthians 4:16 
Ephesians 4:22-24 
Colossians 3: 8-10

4. Tests and trials reveal what’s in 
my heart



They keep me fully dependent on God 

But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My 
power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. 
(2 Corinthians 12:9)

5. Tests and trials keep me on my 
knees before God



Do I show forth His faith, peace, trust, hope in humility? 

But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, 
you will be blessed. 
(1 Peter 3:14)

6. Tests and trials in me testify of 
God to others!



Hebrews 4:12 
2 Timothy 3: 16-17 
Psalm 119: 71-72

7. Tests and trials keep me in  
God’s Word



Hebrews 12:5-11

8. Tests and trials require 
God’s discipline



God is at work! 
Job 23:10 
1 Peter 1:6-7 
Matthew 25:23

9. Tests and trials are 
blessings in disguise



ready - willing - able - obedient 
blessed with a close relationship with Him 
in the centre of God’s will 
being trained for the work of God on earth now 
being trained for ruling and reigning with Jesus 
in the future 

(2 Timothy 2:11-13)

God’s trained troops are …


