
Let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open, to 
hear the prayer of Your servant that I now pray 
before You day and night for the people of Israel 
Your servants, confessing the sins of the people 
of Israel, which we have sinned against You. 
Even I and my father’s house have sinned.

Nehemiah 1:6



• Greek thinking in early New Testament times, had been formulated from 
studying the mythological texts of Greek mythology. Understanding was 
seen as being 75% creative imagination and only 25% truth.  

• Greek culture was based on understanding through metaphors and stories 
which were highly interpretative, with any number of meanings. 

• Reality exists in the realm of ideas and opinions and truth is obtained through 
the intellectual exercise of philosophy. God is NOT seen as the Source of truth 

• Mystical and spiritual experiences are elevated above truth because, in Greek 
thinking, truth is relative and interpretable.

Truth from a Greco-Roman Mindset



How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to Your word. 
With my whole heart I seek You; let me not wander from Your commandments! 
I have stored up Your word in my heart, that I might not sin against You. 
Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me Your statutes! 
With my lips I  declare all the rules of  Your mouth. 
In the way of Your testimonies I delight, as much as in all riches. 
I will meditate on Your precepts and fix my eyes on Your ways. 
I will delight in Your statutes; I will not forget Your word. 
Deal bountifully with Your servant, that I may live and keep your word. 
Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of Your law.

Psalm 119
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Give me understanding, that I may keep Your law and observe it with my  
whole heart.  
Your hands have made and fashioned me; give me understanding that I may 
learn Your commandments. 
Oh how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. 
Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me. 
I have more understanding than all my teachers, for Your testimonies are my 
meditation. 
I understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts. 
The unfolding of Your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the simple.

Psalm 119
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And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, 
to be with you forever, 
even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. You know Him, 
for He dwells with you and will be in you. 

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
My name, He will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you.

John 14:16-17 & 26
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Now we have not received the spirit of the world, 
but (we have received) the Spirit who is from God, 
(so) that we might understand the things freely 
given us by God. 

1 Corinthians 2:12–13



If you abide in My word, you are truly My disciples, 
and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.

John 8:31-32
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If you abide in My word, you are truly My disciples, 
and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.

Psalm 119:130 (Amplified Bible)
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Ecumenical Council 2005

• to address the growing crisis of biblical fundamentalism 
• to monitor and to expose anti-ecumenists who take the Bible 

literally, particularly those who take Bible prophecy seriously and 
who see Israel and the Middle East crisis as an end-times sign post 

• those who believe in a biblical end times and a literal Bible 
interpretation are counterproductive to and holding back the cause of 
Christ which is to unite all of creation and produce a planetary utopia



Brian McLaren (leader of the Emergent Church movement)

 If you believe the Book of Revelation and Matthew 24 
are yet to take place, you are a dangerous psychological 
misfit and are assumed to have no compassion for the 
suffering, no concerns for the environment or the world 
in which we live, and have the potential to blow up the 
world with weapons of mass destruction.



I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called 
you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 
not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble 
you and want to distort THE gospel of Christ. 
But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a 
gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 
As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to 
you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.

Galatians 1:6-9
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I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one 
husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ. 
But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, 
your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion 
to Christ. 
For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one 
we proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit from the one 
you received, or if you accept a different gospel from the one you 
accepted, you put up with it readily enough.

2 Corinthians 11:2-4
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A.W. Tozer

Tens of thousands, perhaps millions, have come into some kind of 
religious experience by accepting Christ, and they have not been saved.

David Platt

The modern-day gospel says, 'God loves you and has a wonderful 
plan for your life. Therefore, follow these steps, and you can be saved.' 
Meanwhile, the biblical gospel says, 'You are an enemy of God, dead 
in your sin, and in your present state of rebellion, you are not even 
able to see that you need life, much less to cause yourself to come to 
life. Therefore, you are radically dependent on God to do something in 
your life that you could never do.' 


