
And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to 
you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 
For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified. 
And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 
and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 
so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the 
power of God.

1 Corinthians 2:1-5
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And as for myself, having come to you, brethren, I came, not having my 
message dominated by a transcendent rhetorical display or by philosophical 
subtlety when I was announcing to you the testimony of God, for, after weighing 
the issues, I decided not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and 
this very One as crucified. And as for myself, when I faced you, I fell into a state 
of weakness and fear and much trembling. And my message and my preaching 
were not couched in specious words of philosophy but were dependent for their 
efficacy upon a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, in order that your faith 
should not be resting in human philosophy but in God’s power.

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 (Kenneth Wuest)



For while Jews [demandingly] ask for signs and miracles and 
Greeks pursue philosophy and wisdom,  
We preach Christ (the Messiah) crucified, [preaching which] to 
the Jews is a scandal and an offensive stumbling block [that 
springs a snare or trap], and to the Gentiles it is absurd and 
utterly unphilosophical nonsense.  
But to those who are called, whether Jew or Greek (Gentile), 
Christ [is] the Power of God and the Wisdom of God. 

1 Corinthians 1:22-24 (Amplified Bible)
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To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, 
this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ.

Ephesians 3:8

But when He who had set me apart before I was born, 
and who called me by His grace, 
was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I 
might preach Him among the Gentiles…

Galatians 1:15-16
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The chief danger that confronts the coming century will be: 
 religion without the Holy Ghost 
Christianity without Christ 
forgiveness without repentance 
salvation without regeneration 
politics without God 
heaven without hell

William Booth



[In the American Church] everything is measured by our 
happiness rather than by God’s holiness, the sense of our being 
sinners becomes secondary, if not offensive. If we are good people 
who have lost our way but with the proper instruction and 
motivation can become a better person, we need only a life coach, 
not a redeemer. Aside from the packaging, there is nothing that 
cannot be found in most churches today that could not be 
satisfied by any number of secular programs and self-help groups.
Michael Horton (Christless Christianity)



The people who attend Christian churches today have been trained to 
think that theology is not necessary or even practical. This is in spite of 
people being destroyed by a lack of the knowledge of God (Hosea. 4:6). 

Worse yet, this has led pastors to preach messages that show they 
spend more time studying behaviourism and sociology than they do 
the Scriptures. Many of the fastest growing churches today have pulpit 
preaching based on self-help positive messages with or without 
Scripture as an appendage. The days of a pastor preaching relevant 
doctrinal messages have now gone the way of the dinosaur!
Joseph Mattera (CharismaNews 2015)



It is foolish to exchange the Wonderful Counsellor, 
the spring of living water, for the sensual wisdom 
of earth and the stagnant water of behaviourism.
John MacArthur



The Christian life can only be explained in terms of Jesus Christ, 
and if your life as a Christian can still be explained in terms of 
you, your personality, your willpower, your gift, your talent, your 
money, your courage, your scholarship, your dedication, your 
sacrifice, or your anything, then although you may have the 
Christian life, you are not yet living it!
Major Ian Thomas

If you want to follow Jesus because He'll fix your marriage, if 
you want to follow Jesus because He'll give you a better life, 
that's idolatry. Follow Christ for the sake of Christ; He is worthy! 
Paul Washer



If you don't plan to live the Christian life totally committed to 
knowing your God and to walking in obedience to Him, then 
don't begin; for this is what Christianity is all about. It is a 
change of citizenship, a change of governments, a change of 
allegiance. If you have no intention of letting Christ rule your 
life, then forget Christianity; it's not for you. 
K. Arthur



If revival is being withheld from us it is because some idol 
remains still enthroned; because we still insist in placing our 
reliance in human schemes; because we still refuse to face the 
unchangeable truth that, 'It is not by might, but by My Spirit.'
Jonathan Goforth

Let God Himself be the main attraction at church again, and let 
us be tireless in our insistence that church is for God, about 
God, through God, and to the glory of His great Son.
James McDonald



… the high priests and the military commander of the temple and the 
Sadducees came upon them, 
Being vexed and indignant through and through because they were teaching the 
people and proclaiming in [the case of] Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 
So they laid hands on them (arrested them) and put them in prison 
many of those who heard the message believed (adhered to and trusted in and 
relied on Jesus as the Christ). And their number grew and came to about 5,000.

Acts 4 (Amplified Bible)
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that in the name and through the power and authority of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, Whom you crucified, [but] Whom God raised from the dead, in Him and 
by means of Him this man is standing here before you well and sound in body.  
This [Jesus] is the Stone which was despised and rejected by you, the builders, 
but which has become the Head of the corner [the Cornerstone]. 
And there is salvation in and through no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by and in which we must be saved. 

Acts 4 (Amplified Bible)
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[So] they summoned them and imperatively instructed them not to converse in 
any way or teach at all in or about the name of Jesus.  
But Peter and John replied to them, Whether it is right in the sight of God to 
listen to you and obey you rather than God, you must decide (judge).  
But we [ourselves] cannot help telling what we have seen and heard.

Acts 4 (Amplified Bible)
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And now, Lord, observe their threats and grant to Your bond servants [full 
freedom] to declare Your message fearlessly,  
While You stretch out Your hand to cure and to perform signs and wonders 
through the authority and by the power of the name of Your holy Child and 
Servant Jesus.  
And when they had prayed, the place in which they were assembled was shaken; 
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they continued to speak the 
Word of God with freedom and boldness and courage. 

Acts 4 (Amplified Bible)
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Christianity is Christ… plus nothing!
Leonard Ravenhill


