
Church at Ephesus: Apostolic period (30 A.D. to 95 A.D) 

Church at Smyrna: the persecuted church (95 A.D. to about 312 A.D) 

Church at Pergamum: the apostate church (312 to 590)  

Church at Thyatira: the dark, pagan period (590 to 1517) (Dark Ages) 

Church at Sardis: the post-Reformation period (1517 to about 1750) 

Church at Philadelphia: the alive church (1750 to about 1925)  

Church at Laodicea: the Contemporary Church



The words of Him who holds the seven stars in His right hand, 
who walks among the seven golden lampstands.

The words of the First and the Last, who died and came to life.

Ephesus

Smyrna
The words of Him who has the sharp two-edged sword.Pergamum
The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, 
and whose feet are like burnished bronze.

Thyatira

The words of Him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars.Sardis
The words of the Holy One, the True One, who has the key of David, 
who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens.

Philadelphia



God IS holy
Psalm 77:13, Psalm 99:9

God IS love
1 John 4:8, 1 John 4:16

Separate from that which is unholy 

Cannot tolerate or look on sin 

Must judge sin & He must punish 
those who sin.  

Revival is God coming to the Church 
in His holiness (Malachi 3:1-3) 

The Bride of Christ will be holy

Man is unable to save himself 

Unredeemed man is unable to make 
himself acceptable to a Holy God 

God in His love, made the way for 
man to be reconciled to God 

God Himself paid the ransom for 
man’s redemption



In the Church today, everything is measured by 
our happiness rather than by God’s holiness.
Michael Horton Christless Christianity

The modern-day gospel says, 'God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your 
life. Therefore, follow these steps, and you can be saved.' Meanwhile, the 
biblical gospel says, 'You are an enemy of God, dead in your sin, and in your 
present state of rebellion, you are not even able to see that you need life, much 
less to cause yourself to come to life. Therefore, you are radically dependent 
on God to do something in your life that you could never do.' The former sells 
books and draws crowds. The latter saves souls. Which is more important? 
David Platt



A necessary pre-cursor of any great spiritual awakening is a 
spirit of deep humiliation growing out of a consciousness of sin, 
and fresh revelation of the holiness and power and glory of God.
John Mott

Revival is God revealing Himself to men in 
awesome holiness and irresistible power.
Arthur Wallis


