
Letters deal with spiritual conditions in seven literal Churches at that time. 

Speak prophetically of seven different spiritual conditions reflecting both the 
spiritual state of individual believers and of the Church in the last days. 

Declare specific calls to repentance and warnings if those calls are ignored. 

Failure to repent means that Jesus “will come and remove the lampstand 
from its place.” 

the Church being closed down. 
the Lord scattering the members of a Church under His judgment. 
the Lord holding an unrepentant Church and an unrepentant people to 
their apostate state and to their false teachings.



Come, let us build ourselves a city and a 
tower with its top in the heavens, and let us 
make a name for ourselves, lest we be 
dispersed over the face of the whole earth.

Genesis 11:4



Without the Spirit of God, we can do nothing.  
We are as ships without wind. We are useless.
A.B. Simpson 

When the Holy Spirit is not present in the Church, 
you have to get along after the methods of 
business or politics or psychology or human effort.
A.W. Tozer 
Life in the Spirit



Here we are cranking along just fine thank you. We’re busy 
becoming culturally relevant, utilizing biblical principles, 
celebrating recovery, being user friendly and seeker-sensitive, 
finding the purposeful life, practicing peace with justice, we’re   
techno-savvy, utilising spiritual disciplines, growing in self-esteem, 
reinventing ourselves as effective ecclesiastical entrepreneurs, and 
in general, feeling ever so much better about our achievements.
William Willimon 
Christless Christianity



The focus still seems to be upon us and our activity rather than on 
God and His work in Jesus Christ. There is the tendency to make 
God a supporting character in our own life movie rather than us 
being rewritten as new characters in God’s drama of redemption.
Michael Horton 
Christless Christianity



The Son can do nothing of His own accord, but only what 
He sees the Father doing.

John 5:19

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in Me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from 
Me you can do nothing.

John 15:5

For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will 
but the will of Him who sent Me.

John 6:38



For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.
Romans 8:14

And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 
and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 
so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men 
but in the power of God.

1 Corinthians 2:3-5



The root-trouble of the present distress is that the Church has more faith in the 
world and the flesh than in the Holy Ghost, and things will get no better till we 
get back to His realised presence and power. Confusion and impotence are 
the inevitable results when the wisdom and resources of the world are 
substituted for the presence and power of the Spirit.
Samuel Chadwick 

The Church is called to life above her own ability. She is called to live on a plain 
so high that no human being can live like that in his own ability and power. 
A.W. Tozer



Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so 
their fathers did to the false prophets.

Luke 6:26

If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; 
but because you are  not of the world, but I chose you out of 
the world, therefore the world hates you.

John 15:19



The church's mightiest influence is felt when she is 
different from the world in which she lives. Her power 
lies in her being different, rises with the degree in which 
she differs and sinks as the difference diminishes.
A.W. Tozer



The Lord called their attention to the fact that they had a name that they 
were alive, but in reality they were dead. The congregation had 
deteriorated to more of a social club. By the preaching of the true Gospel 
of Jesus Christ people are brought to a saving knowledge of Him and are 
regenerated. When the Gospel ceases to be preached in its fullness and 
power, people may come into a congregation and become numbered 
with them without the new birth, or regeneration. Although the corporate 
body appears to be what it was at first, it is dead, spiritually speaking.
David L. Cooper  
An Exposition of the Book of Revelation



I do not believe that Pentecost is to be repeated, 
but I do believe that it is to be perpetuated.  
I believe that Pentecost did not come and go,  
but that it came and stayed
A.W. Tozer


