
To address issues and problems and situations in the 
seven Churches at the time John was writing the Book 
of Revelation 

• to give a clear call to repentance to these 
Churches and to the people in these Churches 

• to give a clear warning of the consequence of 
ignoring the call to repentance

First purpose in the letters to these seven Churches



To reveal seven different spiritual conditions that would be a reflection 
of both the spiritual state of individual believers and a reflection of the 
spiritual state of the Church in the last days

Second purpose in the letters to these seven Churches

with a particular emphasis for the Church at the end of the age which 
is being prepared as the Bride of Christ

• to instruct believers and Churches in God's truth from the teachings 
and instructions given to these seven literal churches 

• to give a clear call to repentance to individuals and Churches where 
these spiritual conditions exist 

• to warn of the consequence of ignoring the call to repentance



This is the type of Church we would look at and say, God is 
really doing something in their midst. They are loving and 
successful and caring. Look at all the people flocking to their 
services. They are reaching out to the community and are 
really making an impact. Thyatira, was like that -  a growing 
church - a thriving church, filled with love and faithfulness.
David Elvery  
Sermon series on the Letters to the Seven Churches of Revelation

https://www.sermoncentral.com/contributors/david-elvery-profile-11657?ref=SermonDetails
https://www.sermoncentral.com/contributors/david-elvery-profile-11657?ref=SermonDetails


This letter shows what compromise with the world 
leads to. It leads to full-scale idolatry and immorality. 
This is not just a church infiltrated by the world, such as 
Pergamum was, this is a church that has absorbed sin 
and error, and has lived happily with it.
John MacArthur 
Sermon series on the Letters to the Seven Churches of Revelation



 We ourselves do not need to actively teach or promote error  to come 
under Christ’s corrective judgment. All we need do is tolerate  those in our 
midst who do so. The failure to confront those teaching error in our midst 
is a fundamental error of the modern church  and reflects a generation of 
church-goers more likely to quote Matthew 7:1 than John 3:16.
Tony Garland 
Commentary on the Book of Revelation

We lose our grasp of truth, when we tolerate (put up with) that which is false.
Derek Prince 
Protection From Deception



Seduction simply is being taken from something that 
is good to something that is evil, from something that 
is right to something that is wrong, from something 
that is true to something that is erroneous.



But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will 
be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in 
destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, 
bringing upon themselves swift destruction. 
And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them 
the way of truth will be blasphemed. 
And in their greed they will exploit you with false words.

2 Peter 2:1-3
1. 

2. 

3.



For I am zealous for you with a godly eagerness and a divine jealousy, for I 
have betrothed you to one Husband, to present you as a chaste virgin to 
Christ. 
But [now] I am fearful, lest that even as the serpent beguiled Eve by 
his cunning, so your minds may be corrupted and seduced from 
wholehearted and sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 
For [you seem readily to endure it] if a man comes and preaches 
another Jesus than the One we preached, or if you receive a different spirit 
from the [Spirit] you [once] received or a different gospel from the one you 
[then] received and welcomed; you tolerate [all that] well enough!

2 Corinthians 11:2-4 (Amplified Bible)

2. 

3. 

4.



For although they knew God, they did not honour Him as 
God or give thanks to Him, but they became futile in 
their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
Claiming to be wise, they became fools.

Romans 1:21-22

Thus says the Lord to this people, “Even so they have 
loved to wander; they have not kept their feet in check. 
Therefore the Lord does not accept them.”

Jeremiah 14:10



If you teach that God is indifferent to your sin, if you teach 
that God is indifferent to your disobedience, if you teach that 
God tolerates your vestiges of paganism, tolerates your 
immorality, you literally are into the deep things of Satan. 
You’re teaching something that is satanic, it’s deeply satanic. 
It’s pagan.
John MacArthur 
Sermon series on the Letters to the Seven Churches of Revelation



Jezebel teaches that something God calls evil, can be good 
These lies include: 

seeking after material things is OK because prosperity is a sign of God’s blessing 

God wants you healthy, wealthy & happy.....so you can live your best life now 

experiences are more important to us than God’s written Word 

experiences are a greater evidence of God in our lives, than the truth of His Word 

homosexual marriages are OK as long as they are based on love 

things founded in Eastern & Catholic mysticism in the New Age, the Occult & in 
pagan practices are OK in the Church because the intent sanctifies the source



Jezebel hates God’s Word & hates truth 
opposes those who stand for truth & who hold to the inerrancy of God’s Word 

opposes true prophets & true teachers & true preachers 

opposes teaching & preaching that speaks of holiness & judgment & sin 

focusses on peace & prosperity & “blessing” 

chases experiences : they are seen as more important than studying God’s Word 

false prophecies: full of flattery, exaggeration, peace, prosperity & blessing 

the lie that truth can’t be known & that truth can’t be understood



the lie that we should NOT preach clear doctrine, that instead, we should just 
present the various viewpoints & let people choose what to believe 

preaches a false gospel that has no power to save 

preaches another Jesus, NOT the Jesus of the Bible 

supports & encourages that which is the work & the manifestations  of a different 
spirit, NOT the HOLY Spirit



Jezebel compromises truth & doctrine to achieve a false & 
compromised unity 

Jezebel holds to & teaches a non-biblical position on a believer’s 
responsibility before God to judge falsehood & error against the 
plumbline of God’s Word 

Jezebel compromises biblical truth so as to tolerate falsehood, error, 
sin & paganism



Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the 
church and gave Himself up for her,  
So that He might sanctify her, having cleansed 
her by the washing of water with the Word,  
That He might present the church to Himself in 
glorious splendour, without spot or wrinkle 
or any such things [that she might be 
holy and faultless]. 

Ephesians 5:25–27 (Amplified Bible)

25. 

26. 

27.


