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To address issues and problems and situations in the 
seven Churches at the time John was writing the Book 
of Revelation 

• to give a clear call to repentance to these 
Churches and to the people in these Churches 

• to give a clear warning of the consequence of 
ignoring the call to repentance

First purpose in the letters to these seven Churches



To reveal seven different spiritual conditions that would be a reflection 
of both the spiritual state of individual believers and a reflection of the 
spiritual state of the Church in the last days

Second purpose in the letters to these seven Churches

with a particular emphasis for the Church at the end of the age which 
is being prepared as the Bride of Christ

• to instruct believers and Churches in God's truth from the teachings 
and instructions given to these seven literal churches 

• to give a clear call to repentance to individuals and Churches where 
these spiritual conditions exist 

• to warn of the consequence of ignoring the call to repentance



For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of 
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Hebrews 4:12

In His right hand He held seven stars, from His mouth came a sharp 
two-edged sword, and His face was like the sun shining in full 
strength.

Revelation 1:16



You shall not sow your vineyard with two kinds of seed, 
lest the whole yield be forfeited, the crop that you have 
sown and the yield of the vineyard. 
You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together. 
You shall not wear cloth of wool and linen mixed together.

Deuteronomy 22:9-11
9. 

10. 
11.



A mixture of good and evil yields two main results, 
confusion and division. Mixed messages contain grains of 
truth and falsehood giving recipients two optional 
responses. They can focus on the good or true component 
and accept the bad along with it or they can focus on the 
bad or false component and reject the good along with it. 
In either case, God’s plans are thwarted.
Derek Prince: Protection From Deception



You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? 
This (treacherous, deceptive) persuasion is not from Him who calls you. 
A little leaven leavens the whole lump.

Galatians 5:7-9
7. 
8. 
9.



Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
For You have abandoned Your people, the house of Jacob,  
Because they are filled with influences from the east,  
And they are soothsayers like the Philistines,  
And they strike bargains with the children of foreigners.

Isaiah 2:5–6
5. 
6.



What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple 
of the living God; as God said, “I will make My dwelling among them and 
walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 
Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate from them, says the 
Lord, and touch no unclean thing; then I will welcome you, 
and I will be a Father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me, 
says the Lord Almighty.”

2 Corinthians 6:16-18
16. 

17. 

18.



For I am zealous for you with a godly eagerness and a divine jealousy, 
for I have betrothed you to one Husband, to present you as a chaste 
virgin to Christ. 
But [now] I am fearful, lest that even as the serpent beguiled Eve by his 
cunning, so your minds may be corrupted and seduced from 
wholehearted and sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 
For [you seem readily to endure it] if a man comes and preaches another 
Jesus than the One we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from 
the [Spirit] you [once] received or a different gospel from the one you 
[then] received and welcomed; you tolerate [all that] well enough!

2 Corinthians 11:2-4 (Amplified Bible)

2. 

3. 

4.



Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. 
I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
For I have come to set a man against his father, and a 
daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law. 
And a person’s enemies will be those of his own 
household.

Matthew 10:34-36
34. 

35. 

36.



There is a coming division in Christianity! While everyone is 
talking about unity, the prophets of the kingdom of God have 
been seeing separation. The remnant will separate itself from 
those following religions spirits instead of the Spirit of God.
Michael K. Lake (chapter in: Blood on the Altar)



Even accompanied by seeds of truth, evil and falsehood are 
not to enter the Church. We must not be passive or neutral about 
what we accept. “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil” (Proverbs 8:13) 

The antidote to mixture is truth - the pure, undiluted truth of God’s 
Word. In a court of Law, every witness must promise to speak “the 
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.” How much more 
should we as Christians, take a stand for truth?
Derek Prince (Protection From Deception)



If anybody comes along espousing some message and asking 
for tolerance, you can be sure it's error because error demands 
tolerance, whereas truth demands scrutiny.  
Staunch intolerance of error is built into the very 
fabric of Scripture. 
John MacArthur

In order for a Holy God to move in our nation and send a 
biblical revival, which is our only hope, there must be specific 
repentance from all forms of false doctrine and false teachers.
Paul McGuire (chapter in: Blood on the Altar)



If we would hold fast that which is good, we must not tolerate any doctrine that is not 
the pure doctrine of Christ’s Gospel. There is a hatred that is downright charity: that is 
the hatred of erroneous doctrine. There is an intolerance which is downright 
praiseworthy: that is the intolerance of false teaching in the pulpit. Who would ever 
think of tolerating a little poison given to him day by day? If men come among you who 
do not preach “all the counsel of God,” who do not preach of Christ, sin, holiness, of 
ruin, and redemption, and regeneration, or do not preach of these things in a Scriptural 
way, you ought to cease to hear them. You ought to carry out the spirit shown by the 
Apostle Paul, in Galatians 1:8: “Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
Gospel unto you than that which we have preached, let him be accursed.”
J.C. Ryle



Error is like leaven of which we read, "A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump." 
Truth mixed with error is equivalent to all error, except that it is more innocent 
looking and, therefore, more dangerous. God hates such a mixture! Any error, or 
any truth-and-error mixture, calls for definite exposure and repudiation. To 
condone such is to be unfaithful to God and His Word and treacherous to imperiled 
souls for whom Christ died.  
Exposing error is most unpopular work. But from every true standpoint it is 
worthwhile work. To our Saviour, it means that He receives from us, His  
blood-bought ones, the loyalty that is His due. And to souls "caught in the snare of 
the fowler” it may mean light and life, abundant and everlasting.
Dr. Harry Ironside
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In order for a Holy God to move in our nation and send a 
biblical revival, which is our only hope, there must be specific 
repentance from all forms of false doctrine and false teachers.
Paul McGuire (chapter in: Blood on the Altar)


