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A “mystery” in the constant language of Scripture is something 
which man is capable of knowing, but only when it has been 
revealed to him by God and not through any searching of his own.  
Mark 4:11; Romans 11:25; Ephesians 6:19; 1 Corinthians 15:51



1. To address issues and problems and situations in the 
seven Churches at the time John was writing the Book 
of Revelation 
• to give a clear call to repentance to these Churches 

and to the people in these Churches 
• to give a clear warning of the consequence of 

ignoring the call to repentance

Two purposes in the letters to these seven Churches



2. To reveal seven types of individual Church members and seven types of 
churches and to instruct believers and Churches in God's truth from the 
teachings and instructions given to these seven literal churches 
• to give a clear call to repentance to these Churches and to the people 

in these Churches 
• to give a clear warning of the consequence of ignoring the call to 

repentance

Two purposes in the letters to these seven Churches

with a particular emphasis on the last days Church: the Church at the 
end of the age being prepared as the Bride of Christ



Church at Ephesus: Apostolic period (30 A.D. to 95 A.D) 

Church at Smyrna: the persecuted church (95 A.D. to about 312 A.D) 

Church at Pergamum: the apostate church (312 to 590)  

Church at Thyatira: the dark, pagan period (590 to 1517) (Dark Ages) 

Church at Sardis: the post-Reformation period (1517 to about 1750) 

Church at Philadelphia: the alive church (1750 to about 1925)  

Church at Laodicea: the Contemporary Church



The messages recorded in chapters two and three of Revelation are about 
the characteristics of the seven churches of God that will exist in the end 
of the age. These messages contain serious reprimands and dire warnings 
of severe correction of the elect of God by Jesus Christ. 

Unfortunately, during this age of God's church, the majority of those who 
have been called to the body of the elect are forgetting or have already 
forgotten the awesome meaning of their calling and responsibilities to 
God the Father and Jesus Christ. Most of them are in a sad state of spiritual 
decay and in need of a dramatic change in attitude and behaviour before 
the arrival of Jesus Christ.



The messages of Revelation two and three clearly show the severity of 
correction that will be needed to awaken many of God's people to their 
extremely dangerous situation. It is clear from these reprimands and 
warnings to the seven churches that Jesus will take whatever measures 
are necessary in order to stir God's people into action, so they will not lose 
their salvation.



The Lord closes a Church down
Three aspects of the removal of a lampstand (Church)



The Lord closes a Church down 

The Lord scatters the members of a Church

Three aspects of the removal of a lampstand (Church)



The Lord closes a Church down 

The Lord scatters the members of a Church 

The Lord holds an unrepentant Church and an 
unrepentant people to their apostate state and to their 
false teachings and errors

Three aspects of the removal of a lampstand (Church)



Revelation 2:4-5
But I have this against you, that you have 
abandoned the love you had at first. 
Remember therefore from where you have 
fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. 
If not, I will come to you and remove your 
lampstand from its place, unless you repent.

4. 

5.


